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CARILLONIC BELLS 
Preue Themdelued 


tH Performance 


Performance is the strictest test of quality. Through 
comments like the one below, you have proof in 
advance that, in your church as in hundreds of 
others, CARILLONIC BELLS will show their 


superior worth by superior performance. 


“I have used the bells with the choir,” 
writes Thomas H. Webber, Jr., of Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church, “‘and have obtained 
musical effects which were heretofore im- 
possible. With your ‘Carillonic Bells’ 
playable from the organ, with the tone 
coming from the echo, solo or the tower, 
I have great flexibility. The mechanism 
has worked perfectly, and we never need 
worry about weather conditions affecting 
the bells. Quality of tone, plus any de- 
sired volume without loss of quality, 
makes this instrument a perfect addition. 
The congregation, as well as the com- 
munity in general, have been most lavish 
in their praise of this fine_musical instru- 
ment.” 


CARILLONIC BELLS are a notable achievement 
of the foremost and largest manufacturers of caril- 
lons. To learn further details of their adaptability 
to your church, please write to us, at Dept. E-21. 


Hear CARILLONIC BELLS every Sunday 
on “The Greatest Story Ever Told,” 
broadcast over the ABC Network. 
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5 WORK AND PLAY BOOKS 
NOW READY FOR FALL 


The first of a delightful new series of 
twenty books of fascinating activity work 
for every child, from the youngest begin- 
ners to eight-year-olds, for Sunday school 
or home use. Pages associated with Bible 
stories include references and verses to 
learn, Thanksgiving and Christmas em- 
phasis make these ideal gift books. 


BEGINNERS’ two books are entitled 
“Let’s Make Something” and “Let’s Work 
a While”; many pictures to be colored; 
figures to cut out and mount, and posters 
and scenes to complete. 16 pages each. 
Price, 15c a copy. 


PRIMARY’S three books are entitled 
“Saying Thank You,” “Learning Things” 
and “Choosing the Right”; profusely 
illustrated; varied. activities, including 
things to make, games to play, facts to 

_ learn, stories, poems, quizzes, etc....32 
pages each, Price, 25c a copy. 


Other books are on the way, remember! 
But order these five now. All 84x11 
inches. Order from your bookstore, or 
write our Desk 93 for complete catalogue. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


CARILLON is a set of bells upon 
which musical selections are played. 
Not mysterious metals that transmit synthetic 
music through loud speaker horns, but bells 
you can see as well as hear. 
Not a secret mechanism sealed in a cryptic 
black box, or small chimes hidden in the 
basement, but real bells placed in the tower, 
where they fulfill both the promise and the 
purpose of a belfry. 
Not an amplification system that must be 
explained with apologies, but genuine bells 
to which you can point with pride as the 
living voice of a living church. 
The bells of a Deagan are true bells, made 
of the finest bell metals, fashioned in tubular 
form to permit a degree of operating efficiency 
and tuning precision not even approached 
by other forms of bells. . 
- Theirs is the full, rich, honest beauty of 
genuine bells pouring forth a golden stream 
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41 Deagan Bldg., 1770 Berteau Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 


of melody without amplification, 
distortion, loud speaker horns, or 
artificial build-up of any kind. — 

Automatically or manually 
played—and harmonically tuned 
—they send forth a daily program 
of bell music that reaches heights 
of tonal loveliness never before 
attained. 

That’s why Deagan Carillons 
are the most widely used carillons 


in the world. May we tell you | 


about them? 
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Primacy of Worship 0... oD Dene 
Friedrich Rest Ae. . 
Upon receiving my call to act as a student 
PS CUE ORLALS ore tenn tn oat snbaeeanieenadecansoeep atin 397 minister for the summer, I made a bee-line to 
an old friend. I knew if anyone could help 
Church Methods ~.......-------------e-essee 399 me in the selection of books to take to the field, 
Evangelism he could. - 
ome Contest His sole advice was to subscribe to The 


How to Read Gospels 
Visual Aids : 
The Tiresome Voice 


Expositor. His sincerity was of such a nature 
I thought the compliment should be passed on 


to you. 

Sermons Tues Ue Peis enc 405 Bi ieiets) Ccoks 
World-Wide Communion Athens, Pennsylvania | 
Norman E, Nygaard 4 
Unless I Had Believed ws 
Clarence E. Macartney Gentlemen: : 
BT aitccencs It was while in the seminary that I became 
Jobnet cRelvey acquainted with your fine magazine and learned 
of its helpful value. This magazine brings to 
Straight Street one’s desk the latest in religious thinking of 


John Barlow those who are pulpit masters. It has already 


WOR nS furnished me with information concerning 
Junior Pulpit nee . church equipment such as hymn books, parist 

of, The Goat-Dog : a 
whee : records, bibles, and gowns. 
= Life’s Snow-Drifts es jon 
<e Gaauientip: Babies And now that I am active y engaged as a 
74 full time pastor, I feel that this publication i 
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e : - . . ci . = ive Ps 
yy Base Wana eh ae rac ias 423 inclusive scope in the workings of the Chure 
* It is with pleasure that I remit my check f 
es Mid-Week: Services -gics0-2.ecccecstesicontseteceregee 426 a yearly subscription, beginning with the ci 

; - rent issue. é aes 
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; An international magazine of parish administration, methods of church 
Ne work, practical theology, applied religion and all phases of minister’s work. 


Published each month by the F. M. Barton Co., Pub., Inc., Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohi “3 


_ Subscription Rate: Domestic, $3.00 a year. Foreign, $3.50 a year. Single copies, 35c. Back copie 
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That 


FREE 
Offer! 


Churches everywhere are finding 
out about “The Service Hymnal.” 
Why not YOU? Here is our offer: 
Mail coupon today and we will 
send you FREE sample of “The 
Service Hymnal’? and FREE 
“Finance Plans” folder showing 
how to obtain hymnals at no 
budget cost. 


New Hymnals Will Help Your Church 
Add NEW Members—Inspire ALL to Greater Service 


Thousands acclaim “The Service Hymnal” unsurpassed in musical appeal and spirit- 
ual power. Pastors, Superintendents, Choir Leaders, and Music Committees have 
told us how it has helped their work—attracted whole families, rekindled zeal. 


Gives you greater value than any comparable book. Has more singable hymns and 
songs, more Scripture Readings, more Indexes. A complete service book—you need no 
other. Used by 27 denominations— priced economically. Make no com- 
mitments until you see this superlative hymnal— Three Books in One. 


9 Unequalled Features of Quality and Distinction 


e 510 Musical Numbers. Old Favorites and tested new hymns. 


e 67 Scripture Readings for everyseason and every use. ==" ea 

e 117 Descant arrangements. a H 0 P PUBLISHING 
a COMPANY 

© 6 Complete Indexes. Ps 5701-L7 West Lake St., Chicago 44 


7 Our church needsnew -hymnals. Please send free sample 
¢ of ‘‘ The Service Hymnal” and free folder of Finance Plans, 


4 Name 


vA Address 


e Quality-Plus Binding. Lacquered 
for long wear. 


e Optional binding color— 
Brown or Maroon cloth. 


e Large Hymnal-size pages. 


/ lam O Pastor; 0 Supt.; or 
df 


e Completely orchestrated age Hai oa a S 


Expect to buy new hymnals (approx. date) 


e Low price, save up to / 
one-half. / Hymnals now used. 


Mail COUPON #2 | ne 
& j SDE es ee Address asi 


eit Takes a Lot of Running 
to Stay in the Same Place” 


Alice’s experience in Wonderland serves to point a moral. Any institution with a 
glorious. history might easily sit down and live off its past. 


When an institution has enjoyed 230 years of distinguished service to ministers and 
their families it might be inclined to rest on its laurels. But THE FUND deliberately 
sets its face toward the future. It searches out new ways to serve the present age; seeks 
to equip itself more adequately to serve the forward-looking ministry of today. 


You can address your inquiries with confidence to 7 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUN 


For Life Insuranee 
ALEXANDER MACKIE, President 


The First Life Insurance Company in America — The Oldest in the World 
Serving Ministers, Their Wives and Theological Students of All Protestant Denominations 
Founded 1717 — Chartered 1759 
Home Office 


1805 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


“MORE THAN A BUSINESS — AN INSTITUTION” 


CHURCH CANDLES 
AND ACCESSORIES 


Emkay offers you a com- 
plete selection of candles and supplies, 
specially designed and made by expert 
craftsmen for use in the church. You will 
find them highly satisfactory and econom- 
ical to use. Write for your free copy of 
Emkay’s catalog of church candles and 
accessories. 


Emkay Candles 


Dept. E Syracuse 1, N.Y. 


A Division of Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc. 


CANDLE LIGHT 
SERVICE SETS 


CANDLES Ae 
D CANDLE : 
VESPER LIGHTS FOLLOWERS CANDLES 
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A PRIMER 


FOR PROTESTANTS 


AARON N. MECKEL 


HERE is a wistfulness abroad in the hearts 
of men today for spiritual certainty. 
Surely, we owe it to ourselves to be at 

east intelligently conversant with the facts of 
ur own religious heritage. Only so shall we 
e able to distinguish between a propaganda 
yhich aims to deceive, and the truth, whose 
unction it is to make one free. “Ye shall 
now the truth,” said the Lord of Life, “and 
ne truth shall make you free!” 

We Protestant Christians can often learn 
rom the devotees of other faiths when it 
omes to alertness, solid conviction, and zealous 
ropagation. Th philosophy of burying one’s 
ead in the sand of timidity and compromise, 
as only resulted in pathetic ignorance, disil- 
isioned lives, and unhappy homes. A City 
Missionary recently stated that we are leaving 
ur youth ‘‘wide open” to the thrusts of in- 
ylerance and bigotry. Our young people— 
nd their parents!—are far too ignorant of 
1e elemental facts of their own Faith. Here 
a young woman who drops into the pastor’s 
udy to ask, “What is the difference between 
1e Protestant and Roman Catholic approach in 
vatters of religious faith?” There was the 
an who came forward after an address at a 
ynvention on the theme, ‘‘Protestantism’s New 
Yay of Opportunity,” to say, ‘Sir, I have been 
iting for that sermon for fifteen years.’” The 
ery pressure of events hurls at us the ulti- 
iatum, “define or perish!” 


What Is the Truth with Regard to the 
Founding of the Christian Church? 


What weird and strange things one often 
eats as regards our heritage as Protestant 
hristians. We are variously referred to as 
eing of a “‘schismatical or heretical sect,” 
Encylical, ““Casti Commubii,”” Pope Pius XI), 
+ just abruptly informed that we have no 
hurch at al. The words of our Lord to 
ster, “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
1 build My Church,” are cunningly twisted 


: Congregational Church 


‘eptember, 1947 


be 


to mean that Jesus had in mind a religious 
Communion which actually did not exist until 
well in the third or fourth century, A.D. We 
need to be clear in our minds as to what we 
mean when in the Apostles’ Creed we affirm, 
“IT believe in the Holy Catholic Church.” It 
refers to that gallant band of spirits whom our 
Lord gathered around Himself in the days of 
His flesh; the men, women and youths whose 
souls had caught fire at the altar-flame of His 
Spirit,—and to those who down the centuries 
were to follow in their train. It has nothing 
whatsoever to do with ecclesiastical hierarchies, 
no matter how outwardly impressive, which 
claim the sole right to speak for God. And 
we and our children must be clear in our minds 
as to the mission of the great reformers. Luther 
and his stalwart colleagues of the 16th century 


sought to redeem the corrupt, medieval Church, - 


and thus to restore it to the purity and sim- 
plicity of the New Testament Church. There 
is, then, but one truly Apostolic and catholic 
(the word means universal) Church on earth: 
The Church Jesus Christ founded, and whose 


nature, and only authority is set forth on the | 


pages of the New Testament. 


What Is the Truth with Regard to the 
Things Protestants Believe? 


(a) To the Protestant, the Holy Bible, as 
the record of the revelation of God in Jesus 
Christ, is the only rule in matters of faith and 
conduct. Apart from that divine revelation 
recorded in the Holy Scriptures, no human 
ipse dicit is binding. (b) To the Protestant, 
the Church, far from being a hierarchy of 
ecclesiastical officials, is a spiritual democracy, 
a company of “brethren” whom Jesus Christ 
has made “kings and priests unto God.” The 
“priesthood of believers’ (I Peter 2:9),— 
there you have the distinctive New Testament 
norm. (c) Salvation for the. Protestant comes 


not as the result of any outward penances or 


works. It is offered to repentant man as the 


free gift of God in the Gospel of His Son. The _ 
clarion of it rings out through the ages in the — 


i. 
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words of deliverance addressed by the apostles 
to the penitent Philippian es oh “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” 
(Acts 17:30, 31). (d) The Protestant Chris- 
tian cleaves to the clear teaching of the New 
Testament, that there can be but one authori- 
tative Head of His Church,—the One who pur- 
chased her with His own blood. (See, Acts 
20:28). When the Roman pontiff recently 
posed as the “vicar of Christ’ on earth, the 
claim was scoffed at by the Metropolitan Sergi, 
titular head of the forty millions of the Greek 
Orthodox Church in Russia. The Church can 
only claim to be universal in the degree that 
it is centered in Jesus Christ as the Head. 
“Human pretension hete is blasphemy,’ said 
he. And surely, that accords with the explicit 
teaching of our Lord when He said, “Ye have 
a common Lord, and ye al! are brethren.” 
And, ‘‘That they all may be one in me.” (Acts 
17:21). 


The Truth with Regard to the Vexing 
Problem of Mixed Marriages 


Here let us use an illustration many of you 
already have read in the Federal Council pam- 
phlet, “If I Marry a Roman Catholic,” written 
by Leland Foster Wood. John, a Protestant, 
was engaged to Jane, a Roman Catholic. In- 
advertently, he had consented to take some 
courses in Roman Catholic doctrine. At one 
of these sessions the priest handed him a form 
to sign. “John looked at the paper and began 
to read it. The blood rushed to his head but 
he managed to speak calmly. ‘Do you mind,’ 
he said, ‘if I sign it when I come next week? 
There is still time and I would like to take it 
home and tead it over carefully.’”’ 
directly informed that he would be expected 
without much delay to sign the form, that there 
was no other course open if he wished to be 
married according to Roman Catholic teaching. 
Briefly, here is what John came across as he 
read the form that evening: First, should 
there be children as the result of his marriage 
to Jane, they must be baptized and educated 
in the Roman Church, only. In the possible 
event of his wife’s decease, the same instruc- 
tions were to be followed. John, the Protes- 
tant, must also promise, either before or after 
the Roman Catholic ceremony, not to present 
himself for marriage “before a civil magistrate 
or minister of the gospel. Marriage outside 
the Roman Church may. in fact be tantamount 
to ‘living in sin’. It is also parenthetically 
understood in many a mixed marriage, that a 


duty devolves upon the Roman Catholic party 
_ to persuade one’s mate to enter the Roman 


fold as a “convert,” if at all possible. 


John was_ 


We do ourselves and others a signal injus 
tice when we refuse to face up to the facts ir 
these critical and delicate situations. Read the 
pamphlet written by Dr. Wood, and bearing 
the seal of the Federal Council of the Churche: 
of Christ in America. 

What shall we as pastors and parents say tc 
a youth who is frankly up against the difficuli 
problem of such a marriage? We should say 
there is no basis in fact for the claim that 
marriage is valid only in one religious fold 
That is utterly false and specious and shoule 
be regarded as such by any thinking person. 
Furthermore, we can offer the sane counsel 
contained within the old adage, “Look before 
you leap!’ Counsel carefully, preferably witk 
your own pastor, before making a hasty dect 
sion. We should point out that statistics 
reveal that generally speaking the most stable 
and happy marriages result where one seeks < 
mate within one’s own religious communion 
Where the opposite course has been taken 
there should be mutual respect on the part of 
husband and wife for one another's conviction: 
in matters of faith. It takes big people t 
“live and let live” in such a relationship, anc 
—God be thanked—there are such to be 
found. At very least, where that spirit of give 
and take is absent one begins precariously. — 


The Truth Concerning the Question of 
Converts 


So fair-minded a writer as the Editor of the 
Christian Century has this to say: “In this 
country, all churches are equal before the law 
But they are not equal before the governmeni 
or before the press. The Roman Church ha‘ 
made its concentrated power felt in getting 
preferred treatment from both of these agen 
cies.’’ (Issue of Feb. 27, 1946). When yor 
speak of “converts,” therefore, you must agait 
distinguish between truth and propaganda. The 
facts reveal that converts move in the direc 
tion of both Roman Catholic and Protestan 
folds,—and occasionally into the fold of Israel 
Firmly rooted and loyal- persons of whateve 
persuasion remain within the fold of ‘thei 
fathers. Their religious loyalty is a matte 
of conviction, not a convenience. I suppose 
that relatively few Protestant Christians ar 
even aware that there is a magazine by th 
name of “The Converted Catholic,” entirel 
edited and written by former Roman Cath 
priests, and with a large circulation. ’ 
Year Book of American Churches, 1945, 
veals the following percentage of growth 
the respective communions, between the 
1926 and 1944; Lutherans, 29.3%; 


HE LED ME 
INTO FAITH 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


E lived so close to God that any length 
of time in his presence always increased 
my faith and made fellowship with God 

lore real, through prayer. He was Dr. J. A. 
ryan, who from 1889 to 1941 was pastor of 
ie Third Presbyterian Church in Birming- 
am. During the years when I was pastor of 
ve tiny Presbyterian churches in Alabama, two 
f which were far away from any railway and 
qually distant from any highway possible in 
re winter, he came down from his city con- 
regation several times to hold special services 
1 these churches. 

There was more prayer in those periods 
van ever before or since, in those localities, 
ad prayer in more places and in stranger 
mes than ever before. When we were walk- 
1g down the wider road which served as a 
lain street, we met a farmer driving his cow 
ome from pasture. Dr. Bryan saluted ‘the 
armer with the question: 

“Are you a Christian?” 

Rather nonplused, the farmer answered: 

“I think so; I try to be.” 

Dr. Bryan continued: 

“If you are not sure about it, let’s pray 
Sout it now.” 

Without waiting for a reply he put one hand 
n the shoulder of the farmer, and the other 
n the neck of the cow to prevent her walking 
way. We had prayer in the center of the 
yad while one or two cars drove around us 
a their way through the town. There was 
le suggestion of a tear in the farmet’s eye 
the end of the prayer; but nothing more was 
id. But before the end of the week this 
irmer was a regular attendant at the services. 
On a farm in that section of the county 
here any church was hard to find, and where 
ot many people lived, was a family entirely 
it of touch with every form of religion. We 
alked out there to call one morning, and 
yind the lady of the house—a three-room 
bin constructed of rough boards discarded 
the saw mill which once stood on an ad- 
ining hill—sitting on the rude porch string- 
eee ; 


t Presbyterian Church 
enville, South Carolina 


ing beans for dinner. After a little talk about 
faith in Jesus Christ, Dr. Bryan said: 

“Let's have a prayer together.” 

The woman answered slowly: ‘‘Well, if 
you want to pray, just go ahead; I ain’t one to 
object.” 

Dr. Bryan and I knelt by the slab bench on 
which we had been sitting, and he prayed. 
Sometimes it is easy to keep your mind on 
prayer when you are praying, and sometimes 
there is difficulty. This day the difficulty came 
—distraction I had never encountered before. 
While Dr. Bryan prayed, I heard the “plump, 
plump, plump” of the beans falling into the 
tin pan. She was still stringing them as we 
left her home. But a few days later she 
wandered into the church for the night service. 
Later that week her husband came with her to 
the service; and on the closing Sunday of the 
services, both of them were baptized and be- 
came active workers in that little congregation. 

He was a wonder of a man, this Dr. James 
Alexander Bryan, a worker for God and the 
people of his city for fifty-two years. The 


city of Birmingham erected a monument to his - 


memory while he was still alive and actively 
working in his church. The things which 
came to him were given away to the needy 
so quickly and so constantly that it was hard 
to keep him from getting cold in the winter. 
He would take off his overcoat and give it to 
the first man who seemed to need it. Never 
strong in body, he worked more hours as a 
pastor than any physician would allow—but 
he never consulted a physician. As a student 
in the seminary in Princeton, he was so frail 
that his fellow-students never thought he would 
be able to hold a regular pastorate for any 
length of time. But one of his fellow-stu- 
dents told me that Dr. J. A. Bryan was still 
in the active pastorate after every member of 
his class had either died or retired from activ- 
ity in the Christian ministry. 

God, to Dr. Bryan, was so real that he 
seemed amazed that God was far away from 
any of us. His faith in prayer was so assured 


that whenever he took a matter to the Lord 


in prayer he seemed to dismiss all worries 
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about it, and left the entire matter with God. 
So often things happened rather marvellously 
that many people were surprised beyond words, 
but Dr. Bryan thought it would be that way, 
and it was! 

One afternoon my wife and I met him on 
one of the busiest corners in Birmingham. He 
stopped us: 

“How is the work over in Pickens County?” 

“Fine, thanks to your help so often.” 

“Is everything all right? What are you 
worried about?” 

My wife hesitated, and then said: 

“We have been married more than six yeats, 
and all that time we have been wanting a 
baby, and none has come.” 

Quickly Dr. Bryan replied: 

“Do not worry about that any more. 
pray.” 

With each of his arms he pulled us over to 
the curb of the street, and while hundreds of 
people were passing each minute, he closed 
- his eyes, and talked to the Lord just as simply 
and as clearly as he had been talking to us 
before beginning his prayer. At the close he 
patted my wife on the shoulder, saying, as he 
hurried to an appointment, “It’s all right now. 
God will answer our prayer. I am sure of it.” 

I am not explaining anything; I am merely 
writing down facts. Our daughter who is 
now the wife of a minister, was born within 
the year. 

We were coming to the closing night of a 
meeting in the little church at Gordo; all our 
work had led up to this evening, and it was 
to be the climax of all the prayer and personal 
activity. Just after lunch a telegram came 
from the church in Birmingham: 

“One of your elders died this morning. 
Funeral tomorrow morning at ten.” 

In order to reach Birmingham in time for 
- that funeral, he must leave Tuscaloosa at seven 

o'clock the evening before. With deep dis- 
appointment I saw the cancellation of the final 
setvice, and said to Dr. Bryan: 

“I am sorry this occurred, but I will drive 
you to Tuscaloosa in time for you to catch 
the train at seven this evening.” 

__ Dr. Bryan answered: ‘I am going to stay 
_for.the evening service. You can drive me to 
Tuscaloosa after the service.” 

I pleaded: “That is wonderful of you to 
offer to do that; but if you wait until the ser- 
vice here is over, you cannot catch a train 
in time to reach Birmingham for the funeral 
tomorrow.” - ' 

Said Dr. Bryan: “Oh, yes, I am sure I 
can make it all right. We shall close the meet- 
ing tonight the way God wants it closed, and 


Let’s 
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_ Father runs the trains. 


then I'll go with you to Tuscaloosa and get | 
train for Birmingham.” 

“But”, I argued, “I know the railway sched 
ules; I lived two years in Tuscaloosa; and un 
less you ate there at seven o'clock this eve 
ning, you cannot get to Birmingham until afte 
noon tomorrow. It will be necessary for m 
to take you there this afternoon.” 

He waved me aside: “If you don’t mind 
we will hold the services as planned; and thet 
if you don’t mind, please drive me to Tusca 
loosa. I am sure there will be a train.” 

I almost lost patience, much as I wanted th 
night service: “But there are no trains, an 
you must go this afternoon.” 

But he was positive, and I consented. Wi 
held the service. We could have hoped fo 
no better response to the Gospel than we had 
After proper and unhurried goodbyes had beet 
said, Dr. Bryan got into my Model T and w 
started on the long ride to Tuscaloosa. As w 
crossed the Black Warrior River about ten 
thirty and came upon Greensboro Avenue, — 
said: : 

“Let me get you a room at the McLeste 
Hotel here for a good night’s rest.. You cat 
call Birmingham, and I know they can post 
pone the services until your train arrives to 
morrow at twelve- thirty.” @ 

He looked at me as a professor might lool 
at'a kindergarten pupil: “Charlie, if you don’ 
mind drive me down to the depot, I am suf 
there will be a train.’” I said: ‘Oh, all right 
all right,” and impatiently drove the *mile t 
the Alabama Great Southern station, gettin; 
teady to say: “I told you so; now let’s driv 
back to the hotel.”” But I didn’t say it. Whei 
we rounded the corner in sight of the statio: 
there on the tracks, with the engine pointe: 
eastward towards Birmingham, was a passen 
ger train. Dr. Bryan leaped from the car, rai 
into the station, bought a ticket, came back + 
the car, shook hands, and said: ‘Thank yo 
Charlie, for bringing me here; I knew ther 
would be a train. Goodbye.” ; 

I watched him step on the coach, and almo: 
the instant he did so, the train began to slowl 
move towards Birmingham. He waved to m 
as it picked up speed: “Goodbye, Charlie, m 
I knew it would be al 
right!” 44 

After the train had disappeared I steppe 
inside to the station ticket window, and aske 
with a ruffled note in my voice: 3 
that train doing here this time of night?” — 

The agent replied: “The regular trair 
delayed about four hours by a freight wre 
AS: So8) aaa 


[ continued: ‘‘When has it ever been late 
$ much before?” 

‘I really do not know,” he answered. “I 
ye only been here three years, and this is 
first time I’ve ever known it to happen.” 

[ went slowly back to the city, got a room at 
 McLaster Hotel for myself, and lay down 
the bed a long time before going to sleep. 


There was still ringing in my ears the parting 
words: “Charlie, goodbye, my Father runs 
the trains! My Father runs the trains!” 

I am giving no explanations. I am merely 
reporting what I saw and what I heard. I 
only know that to be with Dr. Bryan deepened 
my faith in God and increased my fellowship 
with God, through prayer. 


a a 


THE PRIMACY OF WORSHIP 


FRIEDRICH REST 


N one of the nation’s largest cities, average 
church attendance is reported to be as low 
as twenty percent. In one church it is 

‘essary to hold two services on Easter morn- 

, but even with these two services this 

itch is drawing only about half of its large 

mbership. 

The percentage of attendance is important 

efly as an indication of the proportion who 

- interested enough to give themselves, in 

tship to God. The important implication 

that Protestantism must re-learn and practice 

» fine art of faithful and wholehearted wor- 

p and “ascribe unto the Lord the glory due 

to His name.” 

The ideal will come when the duty and 

vilege of worship is so emphasized in all 

ytestant congregations, that all Christians 

y truthfully say, with the Psalmist, “I was 

d when they said unto me, let us go into 

house of the Lord.” : 

Giving the Best We Have in Worship 

How may we “ascribe unto the Lord the 

ty due His name?’ If there is any ‘‘glow’”’ 

our Christianity, there must be a feeling of 
dequacy when we think of how we give 
ry and honor, in worship. 

A hymn writer felt this problem when he 

ote: 

“Come, Thou Almighty King, 

Help us Thy Name to sing, 
Help us to praise.” 

Another wrote: 

_“O for a thousand tongues to sing 

_ My dear Redeemer’s praise.” 

Another who surveyed the wond’rous cross 

ponded: 

; “Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
‘That were a present far too small: 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


elical and Reformed Church 
Ohio 


ptember, 1947 — 


Those who have become familiar with Ana- 
tole France’s story called ‘The Juggler of Notre 
Dame” will have little difficulty in recalling 
its main features. The story expresses the 
thought that God accepts our best in worship; 
however inadequate that may be. 

The hero of the story is Barnaby, who was 
a juggler going about from village to village 
in France during the Middle Ages. He per- 
formed various stunts for the amusement of 
onlookers. One of the tricks which people 
loved to see him perform was a most difficult 
one. He would support himself on his hands, 
with his face downward, and juggle six copper 
balls, catching them with his feet. 

He was a pious man in his private life. One 

day he was walking down the road. He met 
the prior of a monastery and the two began 
talking. The prior discovered that the other 
was also religious, and there was something 
about Barnaby that made the prior ask him to 
become a monk. Barnaby accepted the invita- 
tion. 
The monastery in which Barnaby found him- 
self was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. He 
discovered that the monks did many things 
in honor of Mary. Some of them wrote books; 
others painted beautiful pictures; still others 
carved beautiful images in stone; and those 
who were gifted with the ability to write poetry 
wrote poems in her honor. Day after day 
Barnaby mourned his own ignorance. and sim- 
plicity. He thought he had no gift with which 
to honor Mary the mother of our Lord. He 
was unhappy and miserable. 

One morning he hastened to the chapel and 
remained there more than an hour. After din- 
ner he went again. He built up a habit of 
going daily to this little chapel when there 
was no one else around. At last Barnaby was 
contented. His fellow monks noticed that 


instead of being downhearted, Barnaby was 
_ among the happiest in the monastety, 
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Since the prior himself felt somewhat re- 
sponsible for the spiritual life of Barnaby, he 
and two older monks went to discover what 
he did when he went to the chapel. They re- 
mained in the rear of the chapel where they 
could see him without being noticed. They saw 
him before an altar with his hands downward, 
feet in the air, juggling six balls of copper and 
a few knives! Not understanding that Barnaby 
was giving all his art and skill to the glory of 
God, the three were about to take him swiftly 
from the chapel. But they saw a strange 
thing. They were amazed to see the Blessed 
Virgin descend the steps of the altar and with 
a fold of her robe wipe away the sweat which 
was dropping from the juggler’s forehead. 

The desire to praise, adequately, the living 
God, is given expression when we Protestants 
sing the hymns of praise, when we pronounce 
words of praise calling the congregation to 
worship, when we dedicate an offering, and 
when we feel the failure of some in neglecting 
to “enter into His gates with thanksgiving and 
into His courts with praise.” 

In our attempts to “praise God from whom 
all blessings flow,” we may rest in the assur- 
ance that God approves our efforts even when 
we feel that the best we do is not good enough. 


The Perfect Glorification of God 


I once asked a Roman Catholic priest friend 
of mine, “Why do Catholics go to church?” 

He said that Catholics go to church because 
they want to worship and adore the real Pres- 
ence of God. 

He didn’t say anything of coming to learn 
about God, so I asked, “What would happen 
if you would eliminate the Mass on Sunday 
mornings and have a brief devotional period 
with a sermon toward the end?” 

His answer was, “They wouldn’t come.” 

_ Whatever else may be given as a reason for 
church attendance, this priest hit the nail on 
the head. People go to church to worship. It 
is not even customary in many Catholic churches 
to have a sermon every Sunday. They miss 
what Protestants have found in sermons, de- 
spite their weaknesses, of which we ministers 
and ministerial students are also conscious. 

A man can miss a sermon and feel that he 
missed a speech, a lesson, or even an oration. 
He misses many good speeches and books. But 
a man cannot miss the opportunity of Divine 
worship, without failing to pay his respects to 
Almighty’God in worship and adoration! 

A man who was for twenty-five years the 


_ Superintendent of a Sunday School said, ‘“There 


ought to be a kind of graduation in church. 
We have taught and worked in the Sunday 


° 
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School for years. We still read the Bibl 
often. Why should we feel obligated to gi 
to church so often when we try to put int 
practice the great teachings which we hav 
already learned?” 

His wife wisely answered, “But if everyon 
felt that way there wouldn't be many 1 
church.” 

She could have stated also that we neve 
cease learning. But foreign to their majo 
attitude was the primacy of worship. We don’ 
“graduate” from showing our respect througl 
worship to the Most High God. God has at 
appointment with His children in worship. Ws 
have a duty to worship, to give glory due t 
His Name. 

The more sincerely we try to worship if 
spirit and truth the more of a feeling of short 
coming and frustration we have, because ther 
is nothing we can do well enough to give Goc 
the glory that is really due His Name. But : 
satisfaction comes in knowing and believin; 
that there is one sacrifice, one offering, on 
perfect self-giving to God, and that is to b 
found in Jesus Christ. This sacrifice is the 
only real glorification of God which perfectly 
satisfies. Our sacrifices of thanksgiving are ac 
ceptable because of the grace of God, because 
He loves us and therefore accepts our attempts 
But the sacrifice of Christ is accepted by Goc 
not merely because He loves His only begotter 
Son, but because the Son was able to presen 
Himself a perfect sacrifice, without spot o: 
blemish. ; 

The altars in our chapels, as symbols o 
God’s spiritual presence in the church, blessec 
reminders of the Lamb of God who died fo: 
you and me, taking away the sins of the world 
should give us the same reason for going t 
church as our Roman Catholic friends have 
to worship the actual presence of the livin; 
God. 3 

Several years ago there appeared a story o 
a man in the southwest who stood near th 
court-house of a village and shouted one wor 
repeatedly. That word was “‘repent.” P 

If all my words were somehow reduced te 
one and I could no longer vary the theme, ~ 
should think the word “worship” would bi 
more suitable. In worship one repents, praise 
God, and longs for grace and truth. Worshi 
culminates in dependence on the God of ou 
salvation. We feel the truth of the words w 
sing: - dee 

“Nothing in my hands I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling.” ee 

If worship is carried on in the Protesta 

tradition, with a carefully prepared sermon 


> 


The Editors Columns 
a 


._ Dial of Danger 


HERE was a yesterday of not so long 

ago, when one could sit down before 

an emptied Mothers Oats box, around 
hich he had wound coils of wire, and to 
hich he had affixed a little chunk of Galena 
ystal, on the end of which a “‘cat-whisker”’ 
ire rested gently, and with his earphones in 
ace, he could listen in delight and amaze- 
ent to musical programs put out by that 
arvel of the age, the radio. Once in a blue 
oon, when atmospherics were just right, faint 
Ogtams originating in such pioneer stations 
KDKA of Pittsburgh or WWJ of Detroit, 
ight come in, reradiated from some nearby 
oadcasting outfit. . 
In construction, in content, in congeniality, 
was as sweetly simple and urbane as that. 
Then what happened? Then we began to 
uprove broadcasting and receiving equipment, 
id to keep step, the programs put on the air. 
hen air-time was put on the market as an 
lvertising media, and when one turned on his 
dio for a wee spot of dinner music, it was a 
ss-up whether halitosis, body odor, or “irreg- 
arity,” individually or collectively, were to be 
rved audibly, to the dinner guests, with their 
lad course. 
Followed the today of gory, hair-raising, 
ymicidal or voluptuous ‘‘who-done-it’’ pro- 
ams. In them eleven of the Ten Com- 
andments are fractured daily with such deftly 
nsummate skill as to make lust of every hue 
pear the ultimate in life. 
Pick up a radio program any day and what 
you find? In order to hold an audience, 
e basis of advertising income for the broad- 
sting company, the psychology of advertising 
dicates “suspense” as a most potent element 
ward the desired end. Hence, in one form 
another, the vastly larger portion of radio 
ograms resort to the element of suspense to 
Id and interest its audience. And it works, 


would be ludicrous in its simplicity, did it not 
point to the limitless gullibility that is ours. 

Oldsters can and do take it without it greatly 
altering ways which the years have set with 
more or-tess finality. It’only irritates us. But 
what happens among those of more tender 
years, whose ways are in the making, whose 
impressionable minds are eager and _ pliable, 
whose fire blazes high, who are feeling their 
way toward sure-footing along uncertain trails, 
who are not yet assured of the utter seriousness 
of what lies ahead, who are blood of cur blood, 
and for whom we would gladly give our all 
that their feet might not stray? 

Errant feet are bad enough. Errant minds 
and souls bid the more certainly for spiritual 
calamity, as well as physical. How the Chutch, 
as a unit, can go calmly on its way, with less 
than a weekly hour of uninspired instruction 
for its dwindling number of youth, while the 
radio deluges the same youth, from week-end 
to week-end, with silk and satin robed lessons 
of crime, and debauchery, and lasciviousness, 
of fraud, and intrigue and vice, is less than 
assuring. 

Unless the voice of the Church be raised in 
one united protest and raised quickly, the day 
is not far distant when the Sunday School will 
join the-vespers and the midweek prayer meet- 
ing. It’s on its way now! For nothing could be 
quite so evident as that tremendous influences 
are at work whose avidity is so pristine as to 
be totally unconcerned about tomorrow for the 
youth of today. 

No intelligent program claiming constructive 


and active interest in what we more or less — 


naively speak of as juvenile delinquency, can 
draw its comfy chair up before the family 
radio and listen to the Murder And Mr. Ma- 
lone type of criminal assault upon the sobriety 
of tomorrow’s men and women without violent 
and speedy protest. The Church youth meets 


no peril greater than the bed-side radio. Nor 


does the Church! 
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The White of Their Eyes 


“G. I.” once told me, “There is the 

right way and the Army way of doing 

everything.” That may be unduly hara 
on the Army, but the bald fact remains that 
for every right way of doing anything, there 
are endless wrong ways, costly ways, waste 
ways, ineffective ways, and of little can that 
be more true than of Church Publicity, in any 
of its various forms. 

Some happy day, tardy realization will slowly 
dawn over Seminarian horizons, and efficient, 
intelligent, whole-hearted courses in Church 
Publicity will appear as pre-requisites to grad- 
uation and ordination, and the profit to the 
Church will be immeasurable. 

Probably no form of publicity in the Church 
Field equals in blind popularity the weekly 
bulletin. Nor does one have to see the thou- 
sands which pass over a religious publication’s 
editorial desk to be left in stark amazement 
that such things can be. 

In countless instances the bulletin is the only 
representative of the Church which ever gets 
within hailing distance of the non-church man. 
It stands as the representative, the agent, the 
salesman of the Church, locally. Yet is ap- 
proaches its prospect, more often than not, in 
rags and tatters, careless and uncouth in its 
physical presence and so indistinct and _ slov- 
enly in its mimeographic utterances, as to be 
wholly repellant and unintelligible. 

If it be,true that a pastor must give some 
enlightened thought to his appearance and the 
clarity of his utterance, it would be hard to 
over-emphasize the essentiality of the physical 
dress of the bulletin, without which it is total 
waste of effort, material, labor and funds. If 
an agent looks like a tramp, his message is of 
no moment, for he is one book which /s judged 
by its cover. 

Remember you are seeking souls who live 
outside Church membership, who are not 
moulded by her immediate-influence, who do 
not speak her language and who are unfamiliar, 
most frequently, with her basic tenets. 

_ If you essay to reach such, via Church Pub- 
licity, it must be quickly obvious that they 
won't come to you, hence you will have to 
go to them. They can’t speak your tongue, so 
you must speak theirs. You must reach and 
hold the very eyes and ears to which the 
glamorized appeals of the world are directed. 
It is a man-sized job, but it is being done 
daily, successfully, by countless pastors who 
recall from their boyhood days that aiming 


at any target is the first prerequisite to hitting 
any bull’s-eye. 


Go on the assumption that Jones lives down 
by the river-side because he is comfortable 
there. He won’t move up on the hill until 
he is ready to, so the pastor who sends out a 
bulletin to Jones, informing him that he should 
belong to the Church, “because the best people 
belong,” informs Jones that he is not among 
the “best,” which is irritating, if but mildly, 
and permits the matter of definition to come 
up. Dr. Goodie and Jones probably differ 
in definition of the stuff that goes to make up 
the “‘best’’ people. And if Goodie studies the 
matter he might find a more worthy basis for 
appeals than personal pride. ; 

Tell Jones he is ‘unfair to accept benefits 
provided by the Church to a community, with- 
out belonging’”’ and even if he is aware of such 
benefits, which he has probably never thought 
of, he is just as apt as not to remember that 
benefits accruing to police protection are the 
results of crime, and he won't be led into 
criminality on any such reasoning. The appeal 
on the basis of “fairness” is hardly substantial 
enough to waste effort on. 

Tell Jones that “everyone needs a Church 
home” and you register a miss again, for he 
doesn’t know enough about the Charch to be 
able to see or be lured by the possibility. 

It is easier to shoot your arrow irto the air 
than to try to hit something worth while with 
it, but it is better pastoral practice not to shoot, 
than to do so aimlessly, unintelligently, for at 
least the unshot arrow won't antagonize or 
drive Jones deeper into the brush-country. 


“ 


Peace on Earth 


4 


ITLER didn’t build his war machine with 

a generation of old people. He took a 
generation of youth and instilled in 

them the philosophy he desired. Let us instill 
a pattern of determined peace into our coming 
generations. We who desire peace must write 
the formula in the hearts of little children. 
Let us put the idea of peace on a competi- 
tive basis like the Olympics, or on a projeal 
basis in the service clubs, and watch peace 
ideas grow. Think of a peace contest ‘in 
which prizes would be offered to students fort 
the best essays on ways and means of organ- 
izing and promoting tolerance and good-wil 
among the nations—The Alabama Christian 
Advocate. c 


“Unless we have a moral and spiritu 
generation all of us will soon disappear in t 
dust of an atomic explosion.”—Gen. 
hower. fe 


ie 


Vhen You Pray 


Whether we pray or not is at bottom a ques- 
on of courage. Prayer is an act of bravery. 
\ coward cannot pray. I do not refer to the 
ind of courage required to face our fellows 
1 the act of prayer—the courage of the boy 
yho ventures to kneel on the first night he is 
way from home in the dormitory. That takes 
Surage, to be sure. But it is not others whom 
re are Chiefly afraid of: it is ourselves. — 

We lack courage to face the facts of our 
wn inner lives. We lack the courage to look 
onestly at the facts behind all our disguises 
od to expose to our own eyes what we really 
re. It is easier to be honest everywhere else 
ian in dealing with ourselves. 

We are afraid of the inner facts. We take 
iy peeps now and then, furtive glances, but 
e do not look long nor steadily. Our atten- 
on is quickly diverted. This timid and fear- 
il way we have of treating ourselves is the 
-ason we do not pray. If we are to pray we 
ust be willing to search ourselves, and willing 
9x God to search us. But God cannot search 
; except through our own self-consciousness. 
he very essence of prayer, therefore, is 
ura ge. 

But we have a certain superstitious fear of 
oking into the mystery of our soul, much as 
child has of going into a dark room. We 
ust overcome this cowardice, and deal bravely 
id firmly with the realities of our inner lives. 
7e will not then be skeptical about prayer, for 
hen we summon our courage honestly to face 
e facts about ourselves, we cannot help pray- 
83 indeed at that moment we are in the act 
prayer —W. C. Morrison, “Epiphany Call.” 


acation Planning” 

Vacations are possible only for any mature 
son with responsibilities if proper planning 
sures that necessary activities are carried on, 


so that the vacationer may take up the respon- 
sibilities upon his return. 

For the working man, this is all important; 
he must feel assured that his job will be wait- 
ing for his return, because it means his living. 
For the businessman, it is all important; he 
must know that the business will “carry on 
as usual” during his absence, so he can take 
up where he left off. For the mothers of 
families, it is all important, because things 
must be left in condition so that routine family 
life may be picked up promptly on return from 
vacations. For the pastor it is all important, 
he must know that the worship services are 
regularly available to members of the church 
who are at home, and vacationers from other 
points who seek a place to worship; he must 
know that pastoral service is available to mem- 
bers; he must know that money paid to the 
church is deposited regularly, so there are funds 
to pay bills as they are presented. 

All vacationers should bear in mind that the 
community, the home, and the church must 
carry on without them, while they seek renewed 
energies elsewhere, and that it is up to them 
to plan for their share in this responsibility 
before leaving, so these institutions are there, 
and in running order when the vacationers 
return. Let’s begin our plans now for next 
year, by building for effective leadership. 


Man’s Disorder and God’s Design 


A popular study outline in 8 lessons on the 
“World Council of Churches’ Assembly, title 
above, is announced for probable publication 
November 15, 1947, probable price 25c each, 
less in bundles. : 

The study outline will be based on the 4 
central themes of the Assembly. The subjects 
(not titles) of the 8 proposed lessons ate as 
follows: 2 

1. The World Council of Churches—How 


it came to be. oe 
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2. The World Council of Churches at 
Present. 

3. The Nature of the Church. 

4, Evangelism in the Modern World. 

5. The Church and Society-I. 

6. The Church and Society-II. 

7. The Church and International Rela- 
tions-I. 

8. The Church and International Rela- 
tions-II. 


Address inquiries and orders to American 
Committee for World Council of Churches, 
297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 


A Father’s Prayer 


Father, as this boy looks up to me 
For guidance, and my help implores, 
I bring him now in prayer to Thee; 
He trusts my strength and I trust Yours. 


Help me to help this boy of mine, 
To be to him a father true; 
Hold me, Lord, for everything, 
As fast I hold my boy for You! 
—Mouzon W. Brabham. 


Deaf People Reached 

With Gospel by Mail 

A gospel ministry by mail to deaf people 
(those who neither speak nor hear) in the 
U.S. A., and Canada, is carried on by a Chris- 
tian brother in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Mr. 
Julius K. Hoffman. 

His mailing list now includes 10,000 names. 
There are about 125,000 deaf people in the 
U:S. A., and Canada. Mr.- Hoffman, deaf 
himself, has a real burden for the deaf and 
writes letters or sends free tracts and gospel 


literature to those not reached through the - 


churches. 

Any reader knowing deaf persons who 
would welcome such a ministry is invited to 
send their names and addresses to Mr. Hoff- 
man at Post Office Box 1097, Minneapolis 1, 
Minn. He also requests the prayers of fellow- 
Christians. 


Anti-liquor Advertising Bill 


The fact that liquor advertising, seeking to 
popularize drinking customs, appealing to non- 
usets to become consumers of alcoholic bev- 
- efages, and users to increase their consumption, 

is being vigorously protested by millions of 

Americans. ; 

_ The advertising. reaches the immature as 
well as the adult, and constitutes a continuous 
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effort to make ineffective the example and 
teaching of parents, teachers, and community 
leaders, who believe that indulgence is not 
essential to the fullest enjoyment of life. 

The advertising is sent into states and local 
option areas, where the people have voted. 
against the sale of the product being adver- 
tised. 

Subscribers who wish to express their ap- 
proval of the work of the committee sup- 
porting the Capper Anti-Liquor Advertising 
Bill, or to secure information on which to 
base remarks in sermons, public addresses, or 
newspaper articles, should write to The Com- 
mittee Supporting the Capper Anti-Liquor Ad- 
vertising Bill, 100 Maryland Avenue, N. E., 
Washington, D. C. 


Evangelism In Our Day 


Few ministers need look beyond the num- 
bers of unchurched in their own local com- 
munities to realize the need for Evangelism. 
Published statistics on the number of people 
in this socalled Christian land, entirely outside 
the influence of the Church,—men, women, 
children,—almost stagger the imagination. 

“New Day for Evangelism’ by Aaron N. 
Meckel, published by Dutton, $2.00, makes 
plain to us that man has a part in changing 
the statistics on the unchurched in our com- 
munities and nation. Frederick L. Fagley says 
in his preface: “The work of Evangelism is in 
part man’s work and in part the work of the 
Holy Spirit. The grace of God is everywhere 
available to all men but only on such terms as 
are appropriate to the nature of the Spirit of 
God. For centuries the soul of man has cried 
out, ‘Oh, where shall I find Him?’ and strange 
ways have been followed. Elaborate rituals, 
penance and rites have been invoked, yet all 
the while the spirit of God has just been 
without, waiting to enter the heart that has 
been prepared to receive Him. That is man’s 
part. The way is plain, but mankind requires 
constant urging and instruction that it may 
prepare and be obedient.” oe 

There are chapters under the following 
titles— a 

Getting the Note of Joy back into our Religion 4 

Some Evangelistic ‘““Musts” for the New Era ~ 

Where Are the People? 

Is Church Attendance Worthwhile? d 

This Thing Called Happiness ae 

The Need for a New Self-Respect in Protestantism 


Salvaging the American Home - yj 
The Moral Duty of Being Cheerful ese! 


ch 


Our 
School | 

Where are the Witnesses ? 

Victory Over Our Feats 


When Pentecost Returns 

A Time for Decision 

He Lifted Me (Thanksgiving) 

Christianity a Christmas Faith 

Nothing But the Cross (Palm Sunday) 

Victory! (Easter) 

The 25 chapters will help us to organize our 
ces toward bringing in those who are ask- 
g “Where can He Be Found?” as well as 
ose who seem oblivious of the existence of 
iritual life, or have grown indifferent and 
teless about spiritual well-being. 

“Our Most Neglected Opportunity—The 
hurch School” will put an end to any feeling 
“ease” on the questions involved in teaching 
ir young people active, operative religious liv- 
ig, as a basis for accepting the responsibilities 
e are facing today and will soon turn over 
them. Those of us who study this chapter 
| humble search of needs, ways and means of 
‘inging to life spiritual issues in our own 
where and locality will find the Holy Spirit 
alking with us, ready to point the way. 


ermon of the Year Contest 


Awards of $1,000, $500 and $250 are being 
ffered by The Churchman for the 3 best 
tmons which have been preached and sub- 
litted to its Sermons of the Year contest, 
ben to preachers of all denominations. 

The sermons must deal concretely with issues 
caring on goodwill and understanding. It is 
unounced that each week one sermon is givea 
citation and is broadcast by a distinguished 
sader. over WOR, New York (9:15 EST 
unday mornings). 

At the end of the year the 52 sermons will 
= published in book form. Application blanks 
ad details may be secured from The Church- 
an, 425 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 


‘he Bible Comes Alive 


Norman E. Nygaard suggests-a new and dif- 
erent way of preaching in his little book of 
alestinian sermons, ‘““The Bible Comes Alive,” 
ublished by Walter Baker Company, deliver- 
1g sermons as Moses, Paul, Elijah, Peter, and 


ther great characters of the Scriptures: deliv- 


red them, and costumed as they were. 

Dr. Nygaard and two colleagues, Robert K. 
ussell; First United Presbyterian Church, and 
. Robert Anderson, Fifth Street Methodist 
hurch, ~Steubenville, Oho, dramatized the 
ontroversy in the Council at Jerusalem be- 
veen Peter and Paul over the issue of Gentile 
bedience to all of the ceremonial precepts 
ws Jewish law. 


The dramatization was so popular that calls 
for repeating the program have come from 
other churches in Ohio and Pennsylvania. The 
congregations are asked to consider themselves 
the Council of Jerusalem, while the 50 minute 
program is given by the three pastors, imper- 
sonating Paul, Peter, and James. 

Due to the number of calls received for 
the script of the dramatization, Dr. Nygaard 
plans to have the script printed early this fall, 
so copies may be released to any trio of min- 
isters who may care to present the dramatiza- 
tion, and one-tenth of the offering taken at the 
presentation would be remitted to Dr. Nygaard 
to assist in paying the cost of printing of this 
and later scripts, the wrapping and mailing 
costs, maintaining files, etc. Copies of the 
script would be released to one group only in 
any locality. 

Ministers interested in securing copies of 
the script from Dr. Nygaard may address him 
at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Steuben- 
ville, Ohio, inclosing addressed, stamped en- 
velopes for reply, full name and church af- 
filiation in first letter of trio contemplating 
production, and probable area to be covered in 
the locality. - 


Texts Suggested for Sermons on 
World Peace and Brotherhood 


“Judge not lest ye be judged.” Matt. 7:1. 


“God has made of one people all the na- 
tions for to dwell upon the face of the earth.” 
Acts 17:26. 

“I have set before you life and death, bless- 
ing and cursing: therefore choose life...” 
Deut. 30:19. 

“There are the things that ye shall do, 
speak ye every man the truth to his neighbor; 
execute the judgment of truth and peace in 
your gates: and let none of you imagine evil 
in your hearts against his neighbor.” Zech. 
8:16.17.—Church Peace Union. 


Bible Sunday—1947 


In calling attention to plans for the ob- 


servance ‘of “Universal- Bible Sunday on Sun- 


day, December 14, this 'year,“Dr. Francis Stif- 
ler, Public Relations Secretary, American Bible 
Society, says, ‘One of the characteristic weak- 
nesses of us humans is to take for granted our 
greatest blessings, and the Bible is one of these 
blessings that we are likely to take for granted. 
We own a Bible or have access to one at any 
time, and many of us have enriched our souls 


by study of it in our early days and have — 
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stored our memories with some of its precious 
words that serve us still like anchors in a 
storm. 

“But we seldom go to the Bible afresh and 
have possibly thought little of our responst- 
bility of assuring that the millions of children 
in our own land, not now enrolled in any 
Sunday School, will receive some Bible train- 
ing, and that this responsibility be extended to 
cover the children of many other nations. That 
is where the value of Universal Bible Sunday 
comes in, because we are reminded of the 
blessings God’s word has brought to our na- 
tion, and our responsibility to share those 
blessings with others.” 

For material to build your program for the 
observance of Universal Bible Sunday on De- 
cember 14, address Dr. Francis Stifler, Amer- 
ican Bible Society, Bible House, 450 Park 
Avenue, New York 22, N. Y., inclosing a 
stamped and legibly addressed envelope for 
reply. —_—_——. 

How to Read the Gospels 

‘Where shall I start reading the Bible?’’ “is 
the oft repeated question addressed to Dr. 
Francis Stifller of the American Bible Society, 
in relation to his ten consecutive years of broad- 
casting on Bible reading. 

In answer to this question, Dr. Stifller has 
offered the following: 


How To Read the Gospels 


People often speak to me about the difficulty 
they have in reading the Bible. Sometimes 
they are frank enough to say that they just 
can't find it interesting. I do not wonder at 
this for mdst’of us have never been taught how 
to read the Bible. Since the most important 
part of the Bible is the New Testament and 
the most important books in the New Testa- 
ment are the four Gospels, let us start’ our 
Bible reading with the lives of Jesus. How 
shall one read the Gospels? 

Where shall we begin? No, not with Mat- 
thew which comes first in the New Testament. 
Begin with Mark, not because Mark is the 
shortest of the Gospels and the oldest, but 
rather, because it is the basis of Matthew and 

__ Luke, and is more full of action, simpler, and 
“more straightforward than the others. 

How much shall we read at the first sitting? 
~Right here is where most of the difficulty with 
Bible reading comes in. Our Bible reading 

consists too often of a chapter, or a verse or 
a few verses, which may be useful on many oc- 
-casions, and none of which I am ruling out, 
_ but the way to really know Jesus Christ is to 
read the Gospels each at a sitting. It takes 


_ about one hour and a quarter to read the Gos- 


pel of Mark out loud—considerably less when 
read to oneself, We never hesitate to read 
that long or longer when we start in on a fast- 
moving short story in a magazine. 

When you read Mark thoughtfully through 
at one sitting you will get a conception of Jesus 
you never got before. Never again will you 
doubt that He was wholly human and wholly 
and uniquely divine. Never again will you 
have any question about the trustworthiness of 
Mark’s record. You catch the spirit of a 
humble conscientious writer determined to pre- 
serve the testimony of eyewitnesses to a great 
miracle, a great tragedy, a great new beginning 
of something that can never stop—a light 
shining in darkness. 

If you read Mark through at one sitting, you 
will want to read more about Jesus. You have 
three more records. I suggest you read Mat- 
thew next, but read it at one sitting. Matthew 
repeats practically every line of Mark but adds 
much of what Jesus said in his sermons to the 
people. The greatest sermon ever preached is 
found in Matthew 5, 6 and 7, and another in 
Chapter 10 and there are at least four others. 
Sit down some evening and read the whole 
of the book of Matthew. It will take you pos- 
sibly an hour anda half. Its teachings have 
been gradually remaking the world. Yet every 
experience in the reading of the book cannot 
help but transform your spirit. 

If you read Mark and Matthew as I have 
suggested, you will be profoundly grateful that 
there is another sketch of Jesus’ life for you 
to read. Luke, also based on Mark, has been 
called the most beautiful book ever written. 
Because Luke wrote for Gentiles rathé? than 
for Jews, you will feel you are getting a little 
closer to Jesus than even Matthew led you. 
Furthermore Luke’s ‘practical humanitarianism 
will appeal to you. Luke is the American’s 
Gospel. Read Luke through at one sitting. It 
is almost exactly the same length as Matthew. 

You have one crowning experience awaiting 
you. John’s Gospel was written much lates 
than the others. All over the Roman world 
people persecuted: for their faith had found 
Christ as Saviour, and John reads these expe: 
riences back-into his story of Jesus’ life. — If 
you have read the other three: Gospels, : as | 
suggest, John will become almost a persona 
experience as you read it. Jesus will be to you 
the Bread of Life and The Light of the World 
He will be the Way, the Truth and the ‘Life 
You will-be born again. es 

I beg of you take four evenings and in th 
manner I have suggested, read the Gosp 
Then write and tell me if I was not right. 
the methods and its results. eo as 


Pim 


Vorld-Wide Bible Reading 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas 


An initial printing of 16,000,000 book- 
warks, showing the reading list, was ordered 
9t 1947 by secretary for Promotion of Bible 
Ise, American Bible Society, and will prob- 
bly be increased by millions more as the re- 
uests for the popular little reading device are 
lled. The reading lists will also appear in 
cular and religious papers. 

“From the little seed, planted by the lonely 
oung Marine on Guadalcanal when he wrote 
is mother asking they join invisible hands by 
simultaneous daily reading of the Bible, of 
Thich the world-wide Bible reading plan is 
1é outcome, the program has spread to many 
unds.”” ; 

The 1947 theme is “One World, One Book,” 
big vision, but without vision the world can- 
ot carry on. Let us get our lists early, so 
ne plans for simultaneous reading may be 
ell set before Thanksgiving. Address your 
equests to American Bible Society, Bible 
louse, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


doctor Johnson’s Prayers 


The 100 prayers by Dr. Johnson, issued 
loth-bound booklet form, 66 pages, edited by 
Iton Trueblood, published by Harper & 
others, $1.50, are arranged under the fol- 
ywing heads: . 
Amendment of Life 

Work and Study 

Health of Body and Mind 

Family and Friends 

‘Birthdays 

New Years 

Wife’s Death 

Easter a 

In the 26 page introduction, Elton True- 
lood says: ‘Though all readers who know 
anything about Dr. Johnson know that he was 
devout man, there aré relatively few who 
now him as the author of genuine classics of 
hristian devotion, . . . there are few, indeed, 
ho are acquainted with Johnson’s prayers. 
fany, who know the few prayers used by 
oswell in the Life, are not conscious even of 
1e existence of almost a hundred more like 
nem.” 

‘Samuel Johnson’s written prayers, many be- 
eve, include some of the finest intercessions 
1 the English language. Highly esteemed by 
iose who knew them in his own day, these 
rayers were first gathered and published at 
le time of Dr. Johnson’s death in 1785, and 
published from time to time. Here is an 


ae 


Audio-Visual Materials for Churches 


In order to meet the demand for religious and 
semi-religious films in every community of the 
United States, United World Films, Inc. an- 
nounces the exclusive distributorship of a large 
list of outstanding religious films made in 
Great Britain by the J. Arthur Rank Organi- 
zation. 

“Film News,’ issued to dealers who handle 
these films, says: ‘“These films have met with 
widespread approval in church circles.  Per- 
haps the best indication of Mr. Rank’s leader- 
ship in this field is the unusual recogni-ion 
recently accorded by The World Sunday School 
Association in presenting an award to Mr. 
Rank for outstanding services in the Audio- 
Visual field, the first such award in the history 
of religious films. 

“Film News’ says also that ‘Direct distribu- 
tion to Church bodies, for rental and long- 
term lease, is handled by The Religious Film 
Association at prices identical with those quoted 
by United World Films, Inc.” 

Latest acquisition from England is the film 
series ‘2000 Yeare Ago’’ which has just been 
released for circulation in the USA. This series, 
depicting life in Palestine in the first century, 
is made up of five two-reelers, offers a charm- 
ing, authentic, and highly instructive recon- 


struction of life in Palestine in Biblical times; _ 


so well presented that any denomination will. 


find them of interest, and suitable for secular 
educational use. “Film News” says that the 
series has been well received where trial-runs 
were shown, and the reaction of such recog- 
nized review bodies as the Rochester Public 
Library, the University of Indiana, the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education has 


been wholly favorable. 

Among non-Biblical Story Films announced 
are a number of four-reelers on fictional, non- 
biblical themes; 8 are Tolstoy stories—‘‘Whiat 
Men Live By’ and ‘Where Love Is God Is.” 
Two others, “As We Forgive” and “The Si- 
lence” are more modern problem dramas, De- 
scription of both may be secured from United 
World Films, Inc. 

Ofd-time favorites, previously handled 
through the Harmon Foundation, are now 
available through local dealers from United 
World Films, and include ‘Life of St. Paul’ 


series, totaling 10 reels; and such titles as _ 


Barabbas, the First Easter, The Kindled Flame, 
and others. 

The address of United World Films, Inc. 
is Rockefeller Center, New York 20, New 


York. Rental per day for the Palestinian _ 


series $6:00 up, for 2-reel showings, or $15.00 
lition keyed to modern taste and feeling. a week up. Definite information. should be 
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secured through your local dealer, before _ar- 
ranging for rentals. The address of The Re- 
ligious Film Association may be secured from 
United World Films, Inc., if you prefer to 
deal direct. a 


Film of Perry Hayden’s World- 
Famous Biblical Wheat Demon- 
stration Released 


Announcement of the release of the ‘‘gor- 
geous colored sound movie and the book with 
32 pages of pictures, entitled ‘God is My 
Landlord’ ’’ was received from Dynamic Ker- 
nels Foundation, 537 So. Dearborn Street, 
Chicago 5, Ill. 

The story in both the book and the sound 
movie depicts Perry Hayden’s world-famous 
“Biblical Wheat” project at Tecumseh, Mich- 
igan, during the past six years. The book was 
written by Raymond J. Jeffreys of Columbus, 
Ohio, and the sound motion picture was pro- 
duced by McHenry Films, Chicago. 

The late Henry Ford plays a leading part 
in the 6-year project; both the book and the 
sound picture include pictures of Mr. Ford 
taking an active part in the Wheat experiment. 
Other persons featured in the story are Walter 
A Maier of the Lutheran Hour; J. L. Kraft of 
Kraft Cheese; R. G. LeTourneau, manufac- 
turer of earth moving equipment; Denzil G. 
Ridout, president of the United Stewardship 
Council of the U. S. A., and Canada; Mrs. 
Charles Cowman, president of the Oriental 
Missionary Society; Harvey Fruehauf, Frue- 


hauf Trailer Co.; Galen Starr Ross, president: 


of Capitol College; Kenneth S. Keyes, Miami, 
Fla.; Gov. Kim Sigler of Michigan; Don Fal- 
kenberg, president Bible Meditation League; 
Mrs. Emma C. Clement, American Mother of 
1946; others from every walk of life who 
took part in the demonstration. 


The Tiresome Voice 


“Don’t let a dull, flat voice which can be 
given a lifting lilt with practice, drive your 
audience away,” says Helen Parish, whose voice 
charms radio audiences. 

She continues, ‘‘There’s a good way to. de- 
tect monotony in one’s own voice. Put cotton 
in your ears while you carry on a normally loud 
conversation with yourself. If you discover 
that your speech needs lifting from*a dead 
level, try three simple voice-training tricks. 

“First, practice lifting your voice at the 
middle and at the end of a long sentence. If 
ee sentence is short, send inflection up at the 
end. Pitts 

- ‘Second, learn to give sentences different 


erages in 1946, according to the Department of C 


emphasis, depending upon their importance. 

“Third, learn to pause with effect between 
words and sentences. 

“While you are at it, why not learn to 
articulate better? You can, by giving yourself 
a reading-aloud lesson every day, and taking 
care to enunciate each word and phrase more 
distinctly. If you were studying with one 
famous radio coach, she would teach you to 
sing the singing sounds: n’s and 7g’s, to burst 
your p’s; toss your f’s; and hum your m’s.” 

The voice is the preacher's chief asset; upon 
its use in conveying messages depends much. 


The Field of Politics 


“The call for life enlistment in the service 
of Christ,” said the committee on city missions — 
of the Northern Baptists in convention, “‘should 
be enlarged to include the field of politics.” 

“Out of the religious service of the church 
should flow a stream of life—the enlisted men 
who will definitely modify our political, our 
social and our economic life.” 

Among the questions begging solution are 
listed— d 
The amazing growth of the liquor traffic with 

its political ramifications. ; 
The rise of crime of all types. 

The breakdown of homes; the increase of di-— 
vorce. 
The housing shortage. } 
The disillusion of Gls. 
The increase in tension between capital and la-_ 
bor, Jew and Gentile, white and colored, 

Protestant and Catholic. 7 

Discrimination in industry. ; 


Low wages of many workmen. . 


The rising cost of living, political confusion, — 
the growth of secularism, promiscuity, com-— 


munism, fascism and paganism. 


Standing Before Royalty 


Phillips Brooks was called to preach before 
the royal family in London, on one of his — 
visits to England. Later, visiting with ac- ° 
quaintances who had been present on the occa- 


preach before the king, I should have been so. 
nervous I should scarcely have been able to 
speak. Didn’t you feel at all disturbed?” 

“Not at all,” responded the American 
preacher, “I have preached long before God 
and my mother.” a 


~ 


Americans spent $8,770,000,000 for alcoholic 
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The Commandment of Christ . 
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‘Men ought always to pray.’ Luke 18:1. 
‘Love your neighbor.’ Matt. 22:39 

‘Love one another.’ John 15:12. 

‘Love your enemies.” Matt. 5:44. 

‘As often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
+ cup, ye do show forth the Lord’s death 
He come.” I Cor. 11:26. 

‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
spel to every creature.” Mark 16:15. 


LL over the world today people are met 
together in our churches to fellowship 
around the communion table. In grass 

s in South America; in the air-tight cabin 
the missionaries at Point Barrow, Alaska; 
China and Japan, in India, Syria, and 
‘ica; between the two rivers of Mesopo- 
iia: everywhere Christians are assembling 
the fellowship of the broken bread and the 
led wine. While crowds were making 
‘ty in the downtown areas of many Amer- 
1 cities last night, the services began over 
the other side of the date line. Nor will 
day be done until morning dawns over the 
ific and this twenty-four hour communion 
rice will be over. 

Nothing else could so bind us together, 
ple of different tongues and colors, as this 
umunion service. The ties of race could 
er unite us in this way, for white men of 
world take up arms against other white 
1, yellow against yellow. Politics could 
bind us this closely together: for the sc- 
ists of Germany and France who had said 
- war was the tool of capitalists and they 
wld not use it again, fought against one 
ther up and down the Maginot line. Un- 
unately, not even the ties of a common 
h can altogether bring us into such a fel- 
ship: for members of the Reformed 
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Churches of the Rhine country fought against 
the Huguenots of southern France, and Cath- 
olics engaged in hand-to-hand conflict with 
other Catholics at Cassino, Lutherans against 
Lutherans in Norway. 

But at the communion table these differ- 
ences ate forgotten. If ever we can all come 
together about the communion table of Christ, 
the table containing the elements signifying 
His sacrificial death, we shall find that wars 
ate absolutely impossible. Today we might 
try to use our imagination and assume that 
there is a space between you and the one who 
sits next to you in the pew. Between you, 
then, would be swarthy Syrians and kinky- 
haited Africans, little smiling Filipinos and 
stolid North American red-skins, all of them 
eating and drinking with us the familiar 
tokens of Christ’s love. 

Why, after nineteen hundred years, do we 
come together in this fashion? Are we bound 
by a mere superstition? Do we make fetishes 
of these emblems, or is there some spiritual 
value in them? Does this fellowship do some- 
thing to_us, or do we go forth from our 
beautiful sanctuaries or our brush huts to live 
our lives in the same old ways? 

I can think of nothing more profitable than 
to review briefly some of the commandments 
that Jesus left us, commandments which have 
never been altogether fulfilled, commandments 
which—if we acknowledge the spiritual au- 
thority of Christ—are still binding upon us. 

People are speaking today of “the lost art 
of prayer.” Often their mention of it is in 
terms of hunger and regret. Whether we are 
accustomed to pray or not, there are times 
when we feel that prayer alone suffices for 
the need of the moment. Every other avenue 
is closed. Prayer alone, the way of approach © 
to God, remains. te 
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There is something always touching to me 
in the sight of a nun or a priest quietly and 
unobtrusively, with a little rosary in their 
hands, telling their beads, praying after the 
fashion of their faith. ‘‘A mere mouthing of 
words,” my good Protestant friend tells me, 
“the very thing that Jesus forbade.’ Possibly 
our good Protestant has a point. Certainly 
Jesus warned us against ‘‘vain repetition.” But 
as I see the nun using her beads in the rail- 
road car I see the Protestant idly turning the 
pages of “Movie Magazine” or “The Detec- 
tive Thriller’ or folding his newspaper to 
the pink sports section. 

A formal prayer may be mere repetition or 
it may be actually be prayed. Even the Lord’s 
prayer is, too often, mere repetition. What 
were we thinking of this morning as we 
ptayed the Lord’s prayer—or did we pray it? 
“Our Father who art in heaven . . .” I wonder 
how long the preacher will be talking this 
morning. ‘‘Hallowed be Thy name.” That 
was certainly some dive that Steel took. “Thy 
kingdom come ...” I shouldn't have left 
the flame so high under the potatoes. “Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven...” 
That new hat on Hazel is most unbecoming. 
I can’t see why she thinks she can wear such a 
vivid red. Well, so it goes through the prayer. 
Yet Jesus says that “men ought always to pray.” 
Men ought always to pray with heart, and soul, 
and mind, and spirit. Men ought to come 
into vital and intimate fellowship with the 
Master. And they would—if they would only 
pray. What does it matter the phrase that 
you use? How important is it that it be a 
grammatical gem? Men ought to pray. Men 
ought to talk to God. “God be merciful to 
me, a sinner,” said the publican, and ‘Lord, 
that I may receive my sight,” cried out Barti- 
maeus. Men ought always to pray. 

Then there is the second commandment to 
be considered. It is to be comprehended in 
Jesus’ one word, “‘Love.’’ Jesus said, “Love 
your neighbor.” He added, “Love one an- 
other.” But perhaps the hardest test that he 
set was in the injunction, “Love your enemies.” 
We ministers have preached so often upon 
this one theme that many are tired of it. But 
_ the disciples undoubtedly tired of it too. And 
yet Jesus kept using that word. I can well 
imagine that before Paul wrote his great letter 
to the Corinthian Church the Christians there 
had had their fill of it. Love your neighbor. 
‘Love one another. Love your enemy. I can 
do almost anything else for others, but this is 
just a little too hard. 

_ The world—the Christian world, I mean— 


has often gone on military crusades against 


their enemies. They have sought to win and 
woo the heathen at the point of the sword. 
And even in churches there are people who 
do not speak to one another. In a noted the- 
ological seminary some years ago one of the 
professors said to another, “I can pray for 
you, but not with you.” Love one another. 
Love suffereth long and is kind. 

This is a hard commandment. Alongside 
it, Moses’ injunction, ‘Thou shalt not kill,” is 
child’s play. ‘Thou shalt not steal,” is simple. 
But, ‘Love one another. Love your neighbor. 
Love even your enemy.”’ Ah, that is different. 
That is difficult indeed. But should we not 
come to this table with a new love for all men 
welling up in our hearts? This was a table 
set with love. The wine is love. It signifies 
blood poured out in love. The bread is love. 
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friend,” that 
he allow thorns to pierce the flesh of His 
forehead, nails to pierce hands and feet, a 
spear to be thrust into His side. Love was 
crucified. Can we then say that this is a 
commandment impossible to obey? 

There is also a third commandment, com- 
prehended in the words, “Show forth the 
Lord’s death till He come.’ Since Paul said 
that he received it of the Lord, it is then an 
authentic commandment of Christ’s, ‘Show 
forth by eating this bread and drinking this 
wine, my death till I come.” 7 

I have often wondered what a visitor from 
Mars who had never heard of Jesus Christ 
would think if he were to drop into an Amer- 
ican church during the communion service. A 
little morsel of bread, a sip of wine, what 
does this strange thing mean? The hunger 
of these people is not satisfied: there’s not 
enough for that. The thirst of these people is 
not slaked: what can a drop of wine do te 
assuage that? Vigorous preaching can be 
understood. It is always possible to influence 
people by the sound of the human voice. A? 
these strange melodies that people sing have 
both an aesthetic and .spiritual import. H 
could understand these. But the little fra 
ments of food, the little drops of dark re 
moisture, ate they not ludicrous, and thes 
eatth-people foolish, who set such store b 
them ? on 

Yes, they are foolish, if for you who cor 
mune and for the priest or minister who adr 
ister the sacrament, the deep meaning is 
always kept in mind. Unless something a 
tually occurs within you, something that gri 
you, and makes you the better for havin 
here, this is an altogether foolish obs 
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HIS 27th Psalm is one of the splendid, 

tonic, trumpet-like Psalms of the Bible. 

How often I have read it by the side of 

hose who were beginning to faint. It opens 

vith a grand overture of confidence and tri- 

mph, “The Lord is my light and my salva- 
ion. Whom shall I- fear? 

But suddenly, in the midst of the Psalm 
here comes a change. The note of exultation 
yecomes a minor note of depression. The 
loxology changes to pathetic supplication. It 
s like when a cloud on a clear, bright day sud- 
lenly covers the face of the sun. But in the 
nidst of his distress, he recalls how God had 
lelivered him in the past. “I had fainted un- 
ess I had believed to see the goodness of the 
.ord in the land of the living.’ And that 
means that he would faint now amid all his 
welling troubles unless he had the same con- 
idence. Then the Psalm comes to a close 
with a noble soliloquy in which he talks to his 
soul and bids his soul wait upon the Lord and 
9c of good courage, and “He shall strengthen 
hine heart.” 

“T had fainted unless I had believed.’’ Here 
we have a striking expression of the sustaining 
und strengthening power of faith. The two 
yarts of this Psalm are so dissimilar, the first 
tiumphant and jubilant part, and the second 
unxious and trembling and supplicating part, 
hat some have concluded that there must be 
‘wo psalms here in one. But there is no need 
of such an assumption. In this respect the 
Psalm is true to life, for life has its lights and 
shadows, its mountain peaks and its valleys, 
ts crest of the wave and its trough, its sum- 
mer and its winter. 


“I had fainted unless I had 


I. Fainting in Life and the Causes of It 


If we had nothing but our strength upon 

which to rely, we would faint. When the 
Bible speaks of fainting, how true it is to 
ife! 
_ One of the causes of fainting is adversity and 
tial. Prolonged sickness, when the -whole 
ead is faint and the whole heart sick, is of a 
mature to make man faint. When Job was 
irst Presbyterian Church = a 
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overwhelmed by his multiplied troubles, he did 
not curse God and die, as Satan claimed he 
would, yet he fainted within his soul and la- 
mented that he had ever been born, and prayed 
that his life might be extinguished in darkness. 
Repeated sorrows, or one great sorrow in itself, 
have the power sometimes to make men faint. 
“All his billows are gone over me.” Men 
faint sometimes because of reverses in fortune, 
or because of disappointment in labors and am- 
bitions. Old age, with its declining strength 
and sinking light, especially if it ‘comes on un- 
cheered by faith,” will make men faint. 

Sometimes men faint in well doing, in the 
struggle after the righteous life. Paul recog- 
nized that when he said, ‘“Be not weary in well 
doing, for in due time ye shall reap, if ye 
faint not.” To do well, to think well, to speak 
well, to live well, to forbear well, to hope well, 
in short, to live as a Christian, means that you 
have a truceless battle on your hands. Some- 
times people get weary trying, and faint in well 
doing. 


Again, men faint in their spirit because of — 


the slow progress of truth and righteousness 
and the Kingdom of God in this world. 

To our view, the forces of righteousness are 
often divided, uncertain, and hesitant, whereas 
the forces of evil are always united, always 
bold and always persistent. We think that we 
have conquered some great enemy of mankind; 
but e’er long he returns again to curse the earth. 
In that great vision of the Apocalypse, John 
saw the Beast, the enemy of God and man, 
coming up out of the abyss with his death- 
stroke healed, once more to deceive mankind. 
So great evils are smitten with what seems to 
be a death stroke; but after a season they ap- 
pear again in all their ancient curse and power, 
their death-stroke healed. The beast never 
dies. He is the eternal companion of mankind. 
If he receives a deathstroke, and hides, spout- 
ing blood, for a generation or two, he emerges 
again out of the abyss with his deathstroke 
healed. a 


Some of the greatest workers for man and 


for God have experienced that faintness. Even 
mighty John the Baptist’s faith suffered a mo- 
mentary eclipse, and his eagle eye was filmed 
with doubt, when, shut up in the prison of 


Herod,.he sent to Jesus, to whom already he 
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had borne such a splendid witness, that mes- 
sage of doubt, “Art Thou He that should come, 
or look we for another ?” 

This certainly is a day when men’s souls are 
tempted to faint within them because of the 
state of the world. The whole habitable earth 
is a sense of carnage and destruction. It is not 
merely that there is war and destruction, and 
not merely that there is failure to attain unto 
the principles of Christian civilization, but 
rather that there is a fierce and organized hos- 
tility to the principles of Christian justice and 
righteousness and peace. 


II. The Cure for Fainting 


We have spoken of some of the causes for 
fainting. Now, what is the cure? It is a very 
ancient remedy, and yet there is none like it. 
That remedy is faith. 

Faith expresses itself, first of all, in the 
memory of God’s goodness and help in the 
past. It was so with the troubled soul who 
wrote this Psalm. “Thou hast been my help,” 
he prays. “Leave me not, neither forsake me, 
O God of my salvation!” He had discovered 
in the past that God was a saving and a deliv- 
ering God; therefore he is sure that God will 
not forsake him now. That is good reasoning 
and good belief. God has been your help in 
the past. When did He ever leave you or for- 
sake you? God’s mercy is expressed not only 
in the pardon of our sins, but in His daily 
grace and the strength He gives us for our 
daily life. Because He has been our help, 
therefore, we can trust that He will be. That 
was the sublime conclusion of the Twenty- 
third Psalm. After recounting how God had 
helped him and blessed him in the past, the 
singer concludes, ‘‘Goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life.” 

Again, there is faith in the form of memory 
with regard to the state of the world. Things 
have often looked dark in the past, as when 
Rome was overrun by the Barbarians. There 
has been many a period in history when men 
thought that all good things were coming to 
an end; yet the end never came. Civilization 
never collapsed. After every convulsion the 
unshakeables, the unalterables, the unconquer- 
ables, always remained unchanged. And after 
every flood of turbulence and violence and 
human passion and sin, the sacred heights of 


Sinai and Calvary have again emerged as guides 
and landmarks for mankind. 


“Say not the struggle naught availeth, 
The labor and the wounds are vain; 
The enemy faints not nor faileth; 

And as things have been, they remain. 
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If hopes were dupes, fear may be lzars. 

It may be in yon smoke concealed, 

Your comrades chase e’en now the fliers, 

And, but for you, possess the field.” 
Clough. 


When the servant of Elisha climbed to the 
top of the wall that morning at Dothan, and 
saw the shields and helmets and lances and 
chariots of the Syrian host flashing in the 
morning sunlight, he thought the end had come 
for Elisha and for himself, and getting down 
from the wall, ran to Elisha and exclaimed, 
“Alas, my master, how shall we do?” But 
Elisha prayed for him, ‘‘O Lord, open his eyes 
that he might see.’ And when the Lord 
opened the young man’s eyes, he saw that the 
mountain was filled with chariots and the 
horses of fire round about Elisha. 

Once more, faith expresses itself in waiting 
on the Lord, “Wait, I say, on the Lord.” You 
can take that, first of all, in the sense of pa- 
tience. Be patient with the cause of righteous- 
ness and truth in the world. The soul is 
tempted to be impatient of the Mediatorial 
Kingdom of Christ. It asks, Where are the 
signs of His coming? How long, O Lord, 
how long? But the cure for that impatience 
is to wait for God. He takes a step, and ages 
have elapsed. Love and truth and righteous- 
ness have never failed in the past, and all the 
stars are fighting on their side. The English 
Prayer Book has a beautiful and suggestive 
rendering of our King James reading, “Wait 
on the Lord.” There it reads, “‘O tarry thou 
the Lord’s leisure. Be strong and he shall 
comfort thine heart.” Tarry thou the Lord’s 
leisure! Wait for Him. God is His own in- 
terpreter, and He will make it plain. 

Once more, you can take that expression, 
“Wait on the Lord,” in the sense of prayer, 
It is an oft remarked fact how strong per- 
sonalities inspire others with their courage and 
confidence and hope. If that is true of human 
personalities, that by waiting upon them, by 
fellowship with them, we are lifted up in 
spirit, how much more is that so of our fel- 
lowship with the Divine Personality. Wait 
upon God, and He will lift you up. So the 
prophet said: ‘They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength. They shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they shall run and 
not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” 

Thus faith is our great friend, our great 
liance and the chief supporter of our souls. 
had fainted unless I had believed to see 
goodness of the Lord.’ Unless, in some of 
providences of life, hard and painful, we | 
been able to believe in the goodness of 
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how completely we would have fainted. And 
‘sometimes, when we think of our sins, of our 
ifailures, of our disloyalties to Christ and to 
'God’s Holy Law, and of how we must all stand 
ibefore the Judgment Seat of Christ, truly we 
had fainted unless we had believed in His 
wonderful goodness and mercy, vouchsafed to 
sinners through His Blood shed on the Cross 
for our forgiveness. 

There is another fact that would make us 
faint unless we believed to see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living, and in the 
life beyond the grave, and that is, of the fact 
of death. Knowledge and Faith once set out 
on the long pilgrimage of life. Knowledge as 
an armed knight, heavily mailed, testing every 
foot of the way before he advanced, and Faith 
like a white winged angel at his side, but 
moving just above the ground. At length they 
came to the end of the path. At the end of 
the path was the precipice, the abyss. Know- 
ledge could go no further; not a step. There 
was no footing there for the armed knight. 
But Faith moved along in ease and majesty 
and crossed the chasm. There, indeed, is a 
patable of life. We walk by faith. 

I remember the message which Francis L. 
Patton, one time president of Princeton Uni- 
versity and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
sent back to the Seminary from Bermuda in 
response to an invitation to be present at one 
of their celebrations. He expressed his regret 
that he was unable to go because of the in- 
firmities of age. Even his eyesight had failed 
him; but he said he still had the higher sight 
of faith. Then he quoted the words of that 
hymn of Faith, and with touching and beauti- 
ful reference to his blindness: 


“'Tis by the faith of joys to come 

We walk throug’ deserts dark as night; 
Till we arrive at heaven our home. 

Faith is our guide and faith our light. 


The want of sight she well supplies; 
She makes the pearly gates appear; 
Far into distant world she pries 
And brings eternal glories near.” 


In Spirit 
"I’m sorry that other engagements prevent my 
attending your charity concert, but I shall be with 


you in spirit.” ; a 
” “That's fine! Where would you like your spirit 
to sit? We have tickets for half a dollar, a dollar 
and two dollars.” 


3 The most valuable services to humanity are pet- 
formed within the home, the school, and the church, 
without thought of profit—NEA Journal. 
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INDIFFERENCE 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 
Text: Luke 10:31. And when he saw him, 
he passed by on the other side. 


N this immortal parable of the Good Sa- 
I maritan, Jesus divides all humanity into 
just three kinds of people. First of all, 
there are the /ave-nots, the robbers. Their 
names are anonymous but they are none-the- 
less real. They lurked in the badlands along 
the Jericho Road, and when the wayfarer least 
suspected their whereabouts they pounced upon 
him, beat him, robbed him, and left him pen- 
niless and half dead, exposed to the elements, 
and cast upon the compassion of any who 
chanced by. Since we don’t know who they 
were specifically, we are at liberty to identify 
them generally. They were not necessarily the 
poor nor the criminal, though once they car- 
ried out their nefarious deed they became 
paupers to honor and victims of criminality. 
They were men who wanted what they did 
not possess, and unable to attain their wants 
by diligent and honest toil, they set about to 
achieve them by violence and bloodshed. 
Unfortunately, terrible as were the deeds of 
the have-nots on the Jericho Road, the world 
did not see the last of them when they scam- 
pered back with their loot into the wilderness 
roundabout. Their progeny down through the 


_ centuries has been prolific, and the toll of their 


misdeeds appalling. They have been identified 
since as the dictators, the robber-barons of high 
finance, the economic royalists, the ruthless 
politicians, who by hook or crook, by fair 
means or foul, have grabbed what they wanted 
with total indifference as to what happened to 
the luckless people who stood in their way. 
With equal insistence they have been identified 
as the proletariat, the unconscionable masses, 
the hoi polloi, whether oppressed by hunger, 
political serfdom, economic slavery, or what 
have you, who have at last, impulsively, vio- 
lently, cruelly grabbed at the things they 
lacked, and by means of revolution, or strikes, 
or other forms of pressure, have seized their 
objectives with indifferent regard for those who 
suffered in the melee. To-fun down the roster 
of Public Enemies No. One, naming all the 
robbers who have disrupted the peace of man- 
kind in effecting their lust and greed, would 
be an exhaustive chore. 


they ply their wicked designs they leave behind 
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Suffice it to say, the - 
world is full of them even now, and wherever _ 


. 


Oe te ee 


= a! 


# 
3 
: 
f 


tims dying in the dust. 
- sessed of all the resources we need and seeing 


them bruised bodies, broken dreams, shattered 
plans on the part of the little people who cease- 
lessly go down life’s Jericho road. 

Unsavory as is the first kind of people, they 
are actually superseded by the second class, the 
haves, the people who have what they want of 
this world’s goods and are going to keep what 
they have, come what may. In Jesus’ story the 
haves are represented by the priest and the 
Levite. If the truth were known, we are all 
keenly ashamed of the way they acted, because 
they were organized religion in action, and we 
cannot get away from the feeling that they are 
a prototype of many church people today. To 

uote one critic, “Christianity has the secret of 
brotherhood,” that is, in this instance, of show- 
ing compassion to the victims of violence, “but 
organized Christianity has made poor use of it.” 
It may not be altogether fair to say that the 
reason why the priest and the Levite, the 
preacher and the church member, have passed 
by the innumerable victims of the Jericho Road 
is because they have been robbed already, but 
too frequently they have turned a deaf ear to 
their cries for help, because they have been 
too busy observing the minutia of the law, too 
concerned for their fidelity to the jot and title, 


_ too prone to be at ease in Zion, that in the day 


of trouble, in the time of injustice and vio- 
lence, they have passed by on the other side. 

It is not pleasant to think that we can sit 
idly by and do nothing while victims of aggres- 
sion perish, but alas! how frequently we have 
gathered up our self-righteous skirts or turned 
away in impatient self-interest in the presence 
of the disinherited, in the midst of cold- 


blooded treachery on the part of vested inter- 


ests, in the tumble of dust, dirt, and ingratitude 
of political campaigns, only so that our val- 
uable time might not be wasted, our routine 
behaviour not disrupted, the smooth course of 
our dignified existence not molested. Our 
sin is not that of the aggressor, the highway- 
man, to gtab what we want and leave our vic- 
Our sin is that, pos- 


our brother in need, we evade our forthright 
duty and leave him to petish in the wilder- 
ness. The sin on either score by whatever 
mame you name it, is still the sin of indiffer- 


. ence. 


To berate the indifference of the aves and 
the have-nots is very interesting, as we can 
readily see, but at the same time very unprofit- 
able, so long as we do not probe its causes and 
relate its withering touch to ourselves. It will 


’ be somewhat as innocuous as the sermon the 


old preacher delivered one stormy Sunday eve- 


ning. Due to the inclement weather his con- 
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gregation consisted of two very antiquated and . 
primly dressed spinsters, and only them. Since, 
however, they had braved the storm, the 
preacher decided to carry on the service as 
though the church were full. He therefore ~ 
announced the text from Timothy on which he 
had prepared his sermon: “Flee youthful 
lusts.” 

After all, I’m not interested just now 
whether any of us belong with the haves or the — 
have-nots, but only whether any of us have be- 
come indifferent to the high and holy things 
of life, to great music, for example, to in-~ 
spiting literature, to the moral compunctions — 
of conscience, to the obligations of freedom, ~ 
to the vicarious compassions of the inner ex- — 
perience of God. Certainly, most of us will” 
not consciously reduce ourselves to the role 
of the robbers, but unless we keep alerted we 
are liable to fall prey to the sin of the priest. 
and the Levite, namely to overlook and under- 
value the things that are of good report, hon- 
est, true, lovely, pure, and just. One way to 
keep ourselves alerted is to point out the causes — 
of blighting indifference, and therefore the ~ 
pitfalls to avoid. ; 

One such cause, perhaps the worst of them 
all, is the love of power. Inherent in the ~ 
doctrine of, ‘““To have and to hold,” is this — 
thing called power. By a succession of many — 
erroneous affirmations we have been led to 
believe that the man of riches, the man with — 
authority, the man known by many titles is — 
the man of power, the man who gets what he © 
wants, and the man who enjoys the obeisance © 
of those about him. Hence we have resorted — 
to subterfuge, to pretensions, to trickery, to 
flattery, to compromise, to bargaining, to vio- 
lence in order to achieve the coveted thing 
called power. 4 

. 
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If only we had time to listen to the most 
powerful man in history, no, not Hicler, not 
Stalin, or even Roosevelt, not Napoleon, not 
any but the Man of Galilee! He said, ‘“Who-- 
soever will be great among you, let him be 
your minister; and whosoever will. be chief 
among you, let him be your servant.” In short, 
power comes through service and_ sacrifice. 
Power is achieved through blood, sweat, and 
tears, vicariously offered in the redemption of — 
our neighbors, the oppressed, the outcast, the 7 
unwanted, the displaced, the Jew, the Jap, the 
German, the Negro, possibly even the people 
next door. — 

A second cause of indifference, one the more 
reprehensible because so readily avoided, is 
the love of comfort. Dr. Wieman of Chicago 
says that a college roommate of his desired 
to improve his intellectual life. “He pre 


arge, comfortable chair, that was ihought to 
good for study. He got study slippers and 
ounging jacket. A book rest was fastened 
the arm of the chair to hold the book at 
right angle before his eyes. A spe- 
| lamp was installed and eyeshade, pen- 
5, paper, and a revolving bookcase. He would 
me into the room after the evening meal, 
ce off his coat and put on his jacket, take off 
. shoes and slip into the slippers, adjust the 
idy lamp, put his book on the book rest, re- 
me in the comfortable chair with his eyeshade 
=r his eyes, and when everything was per- 
ttly adjusted, he would go to sleep.” Un- 
tunately this is the kind of thing which is 
ible to happen to us, preacher and people of 
+ Christian Church. It is mort comfortable 
‘sit at ease in our pleasant corner of Christ’s 
meyard, to pull the wool over our eyes so 
ut we can’t distinguish between Esau and 
rob, between right and wrong, than it is to 
alert to the far Macedonial call. or to go 
th in answer to the disturbing cry of race 
td clan, or to stoop down and gird ourselves 
a towel and taking a basin, give ourselves 
ithe cleansing and uplift of humanity, to the 
tk of reformer and redeemer in God’s vast 
Id. : 
At this point, I can well imagine, you are 
jpatient to rise and ask, “But you said Jesus 
vided humanity into three kinds of people. 
lad yet you have mentioned only two. What 
tthe third kind?’’ I have deliberately waited, 
ce Jesus did, until the last possible moment 
introduce the third kind, because the third 
md of people hold the secret to the cure of 
nt indifference and hence of the ills and heart- 
es of men everywhere. And in mentioning 
rese three kinds of people let me say, paren- 
rstically, that I have no intention to condemn 
y of us to one classification or another. If 


class I or II, I shall have to defend myself 
th the reply of the woman who asked inno- 
tly enough, “Who is that terribly ugly man 
bting over there?” 

"“Why,” replied the man standing nearby, 
that’s my brother.” 

'“Oh,” she said in answer, “pardon me, I 
illy hadn’t noticed the resemblance.” 

lIn all honesty, however, to the third class, 
rnbolized by the Good Samaritan, the sharers, 
must say that I have noticed the resemblance 


“s Christian Church. I say this not that any 
us are already perfect, but that we are all 
nestly striving to attain to this level of liv- 
x, to this goal of perpetual concern for the 
“lfare of the down-trodden, the release of 
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yone thinks I am labelling him, particularly 


this point to the great proportion comprising | 


captives, the setting at liberty of them that are 
in prison, the preaching by word and by deed 
of the acceptable year of the Lord. 

Having said this, I want you to notice now 
how Jesus introduced this unnamed hero of 
our parable: “But a certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed.” I know of no more important 
emphasis to make today in our world of chang- 
ing populations, shifting families, moving 
peoples, than this: as we journey, not after we 
have settled down ten years and feel a prick 
of conscience on the score of the civic duty and 
moral responsibility, but as we journey, wher- 
ever we are, whenever we meet our man of 
the Jericho Road, then is our golden oppor- 
tunity. And Jesus continued, “As he jour- 
neyed, he came where he was: and when he 
saw him, he had compassion on him.” It was 
not left in doubt with the lawyer asking the 
question that prompted this parabolic answer, 
as to who his neighbor was: it was he who 
was in need. And this need was met not with 
more violence, not with evasion, but with eager 
sharing of resources according to what he had, 
resources mingled with compassion. 

One thing is true today that was less true 
in Jesus’ day: our eyes can see farther, our 
Jericho Road is not limited to the twenty-mile 
stretch between Jerusalem and Jericho, but 
reaches round the earth, our opportunity, hence, 
is unlimited. 

We do not need riches or power or prestige 
of any sort to experience the lyrical joy of the 
Good Samaritan, to discover that in sharing 
what we have, we release the hidden springs 
of the Spirit to the abundant life, and thus to 
merit God’s final blessing, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant. Enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord.” 
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STRAIGHT 
— STREEE. 


JOHN BARLOW 


‘And the Lord said unto him, Arise and go 
into the street which is called Straight, and 
enquire in the house of Judas for one called 
Saul of Tarsus.”—Acts 9:11. 


TRAIGHT Street is a long broad street, 
S about one hundred feet wide that reaches 
right from one end of the city of Damas- 
cus to the other. The old street is still there, 


and it is still called “Straight.” The people 
Brooklyn, New York 7 
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living there will point out a house as the one 
in which the apostle Paul stayed when he went 
to Damascus. Our interest in this street is not 
very great, except that it helps us to realize 
that this incident is not imaginary. Most in- 
cidents recorded in the Bible actually hap- 
pened; places that are named really exist. The 
Bible is not entirely an Alice in Wonderland 
book. Damascus is still there, and it has a 
famous street, which throughout its long his- 
tory has been called ‘‘Straight.” 

Now, I want us to have a good look at 
Straight Street; to walk up and down it; to 
see it in its length and its breadth. Every city 
has its famous streets and avenues, but for his- 
torical interest, and abiding influence on all the 
other highways of the world, none can com- 
pare with the street which is called ‘‘Straight.”’ 

In the first place, it is noted for its helpful 
agencies and institutions; its churches, hos- 
pitals, schools and its charities. Most things 
that pour their healing waters over the hot and 
sweating city start there. It is noted, too, for 
the number of its houses, but quite a number 
of people, while they have a house there, don’t 
live there all the time. This is true of many 
rich people, it is true also of some poor people. 
It is also strange that some people will live 
there until they become rich, and then, they 
move off into what is called ‘‘the far country.” 
However, when a man becomes rich and stays 
on the street, his life is like the shadow of a 
great rock to the weary and heavy laden. He is 
a fountain of living water to the entire com- 
munity. 

Now, while many people do not care to live 
on Straight Street all the time, everyone likes 
to visit it, at least once or twice a year; just 
about Christmas Day, and especially Easter, 
the street is so crowded one can hardly find a 
place to sit down. Everyone in the city likes 
to see Straight Street in a fine prosperous con- 
dition. Many people who do not live there 
will give their money to its agencies and other 
institutions. They like to feel that it is well 
kept up. When I retired from the last church 
at which I was minister, a woman, who very 
seldom came to the church, met me in the 
street and said ‘I am sorry you are leaving the 
church. I did not go to it very often, but I 
liked to feel that it was there and that you 
were the minister of it.” Yes! Many people 
feel like that; it's an easy and pleasant feeling, 
- but no chutch becomes strong by such absent 
treatment. 

_ We all like to visit Straight Street, especially 
in the evenings after those silent sessions that 
_we often have with our own lives, when things 
have not been going well with us. Then, one 
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“sees on this street. All the really great pec 


can see many people walking about th 
looking at the houses; at one where they 
going to live—some day. It is usually r 
the house where their mother lived. She li 
on Straight Street. All people like to 1 
about the street and what goes on up there. 
every club, with every group of people, soo 
or later, something comes up in the conve: 
tion about the activities and institutions on 
street. If you take that narrow lane that le 
down to the slums on the banks of the rin 
where the streets are dark and wretched, « 
finds the people living there, talking ab 
Straight Street, and, they plan to move ont 
some day; already they send their children 
there to Sunday School. However, it’s all 1 
hill for the people down there, and the ro; 
are in bad condition. Just why the people ] 
ing on Straight Street have not put a few m 
buses and trolleys to help these poor peog 
especially the old and sick, I do not know. | 
a curious thing, but some who live on | 
street will give money and Bibles. to send 
people in the ends of the earth, but they ; 
totally unmoved by need that is right on th 
own door step. 

Then, when you go into the Park secti 
of the city—that is away off Straight Stre 
There one finds the large houses, open spac 
light, music, dancing. “Life” they call 


‘Many people live up here who will give th 


money to Straight Street. They, too. of 
take a quiet walk in the evenings down this « 
street. They intend moving there and livi 
there—some day. It is a kind of homing - 
stinct with them; they were born there, went 
Sunday School there, were married there, a 
they know they should have stayed there, b 
one day there came a band with drums a 
banners, playing a gay tune—"‘the kingdoms 
the world and the glory of them’—and 
their excitement they said “Let us break th 
bands asunder and cast their cords from u 
and away they went, especially the yo 
people. Some few have come back again; 
others have not; I fear they have fallen amo 
thieves and have been stripped of many of { 
finer things of life, like faith, hope, and lo’ 

Straight Street has a wonderful history. 


history of most that is best in the world. Ne 
all living and beautiful things are in s 
way connected with these old houses that 


of history have lived here. As one walks 
and down the street, he will be shown | 
house where Wycliffe lived and Tyndale, ; 
Luther and John Wesley. Milton li j 
across the way, so did Tennyson and Shaft 


1 a host of other renowned people. A little 
ther up is Abraham Lincoln's old house. He 
ed on Straight Street, so did Washington, 
verson, Lowell, Whittier, and very many 
ers; in fact, there is quite a large and in- 
ential American colony up there. Every 
tion can point out houses where men of 
ion and significance lived. 
However, there is a little house up yonder 
it everyone goes to see, especially the chil- 
=n; most old people go, the sick and the sin- 
|, all that labor and are heavy laden with 
's sorrows go there. People of all races 
d nations come to see it. At different times, 
me people living on the street have built a 
vce around this house, of creeds and rites, 
t others have come and pulled down the 
aces and broken them up, and they have said 
0!” This house is not private property; it 
longs to no one family; it’s for man in his 
2atness and even in his sin. The house in 
elf is nothing to look at; it is one of the 
allest on the street, and you see a little lean- 
beside it that was used as a carpenter’s shop. 
etybody comes to look at that house. Many 
me at night. You can see them, rich and 
or, slave and free; there they will stand with 
cir hats off, and they all look so wistfully 
the door. Jesus lived there, and He was 
2 friend of all, everyone looks for Him, for 
2 has the words of eternal life. 
Now here is another curious thing; while a 
‘ge number of houses front the street, and 
ose living in them come and go openly and 
sely, there are*many houses that have their 
cks to the street. It looks as if the people 
ho built them wanted to live. on or near 
raight Street, but for some reason, did not 
ant to be known as living there, so they 
ilt their houses facing the other way. By 
eir investigations and discoveries they have 
ntinually enriched the street; in fact, if one 
ok away their gifts, it would not be nearly 
large and broad as it is. However, the 
ct is, some of the people living on the street 
e not at all friendly to these people living 
these houses. Some of the old residents 
ve called them ill names, ‘‘infide!’’—“‘here- 
”*- at times they have persecuted them and 
rown stones at them; that is why they built 
eir houses with the rear to the street. These 
sidences have been occupied mostly by great 
ientists. Galileo lived in one of them, so 
d Darwin and many others; great scholars 
d educators; men who were ahead of their 
nes. It is a pity they built their houses in 
way; it interferes with the appearance of 
reet; it suggests a want of neighborliness 
unity; there is not so much outlook or 


ember, 19.47 


uplook that way. The fault is largely that of 
the old residents, who, at different times have 
objected to anyone living on the street, unless 
his house is exactly like the ones they live in. 
Their houses are often old-fashioned; they 
were built a long time ago; they are solid and 
substantial, but the rooms are cold and not 
very large. Some of these old residents have, 
at times, burned down many of these modern 
houses, and actually thrown their tenants in 
the flames. 

However, I am told that when one gets 
higher up the street, all the houses face the 
same way; that is up on the hillside where 
the light is beautiful. They all see better and 
understand one another, and come out to- 
gether, a joyous and happy fellowship. The 
Lord God giveth them light and they dwell 
together in unity. 

Now I want us to have a look at the be- 
ginning of Straight Street. We have seen 
some of the houses and know some of the 
people living in them. We have seen some 
of the crooked lanes and broadways that lead 
only to wind and vanity. But where does 
this street begin? We have to take quite 
a long walk to get to the beginning of it, 
for it’s an old street and a very long one. We 
have to go right out of the city until we come 
to a hill. Straight Street begins at a hill. You 
must look carefully, for it’s dark down here, 
and wet with tears and suffering. Look! 
There. is ‘the* hill. - Yes! 1 see” that... Why, 
there's a cross up there; someone is being 
ctucified. Yes! That is so. 

What a strange thing! A street beginning 
at a hill with a cross on it. There is no other 
street quite like it in the world; that is why 
I wanted you to see the beginning of it. 
Standing down here, one would hardly think 
that every family on Straight Street began 
their journey at this hill with the cross on it. 
However, this is the place at which all start, 
and they keep moving up into larger and more 
beautiful mansions as they grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of the Lord. Yes! I see they 
are all moving up continually, and some seem 
to go so far, they disappear altogether and 
never come back again. Where are they mov- 
ing to? Where is the end of Straight Street? 

That is another very curious thing. No one 
seems to have seen the end of this street. One 
can walk and walk, until the light becomes 
glorious in its peaceful beauty. All who live 


here believe that Straight Street has no end, 
but that it goes right on until it gets out of the 


time movement altogether and merges into life 
everlasting. ‘Whosoever believeth on him 
shall never die.” 
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“The souls of the righteous’ 


are in the hands of God and there shall no 
torment touch them.” A long time ago, a 
man lived on this street. He was old, vener- 
able, gracious and gentle; everyone loved him. 
But one day a mob full of hate and cruelty 
broke onto the street. They laid hands on 
this old man, tortured him and then banished 
him to a place called Patmos. While he was 
there, he had a dream about one of the cities 
further on, over the hill; no one has seen 
that city or come back to tell what it is like, 
but when this man came back from Patmos, 
he wrote his dream in a book, and everyone 
who reads it, believes that that is where 
Straight Street goes. Here is the dream: 
“And he showed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and the Lamb. And in the 
midst of the street of it’’—that’s our street; 
that’s where it goes. “And in the midst of 
the street of it and on éither side of the river 
was there the tree of life, and the leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. And 
there shall be no more curse, but the throne 
of God and the Lamb shall be in it, and his 
servants shall serve him. And they shall see 
his face and his name shall be in their fore- 
heads. And there shall be no night there, and 


‘they need no candle, neither light of the sun 


for the Lord God giveth them light, and they 
shall reign forever and ever. And god shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain, 
for the former things are passed away.” 

That is where Straight Street goes. There 
are houses for rent on this street. There is 
no shortage here. Won't you take one of them 
today, and come and live on the street called 
“Straight.” 


“Jesus calls us: by thy mercies 
Saviour may we hear thy call, 
Give our hearts to thine obedience, 
Serve and love thee. best of all.” 


(A sermon preached in The Cadman Mem- 
orial Church by the Rev. John. Barlow and 
published by request.) 


Unselfish 


Mother: ‘Johnnie, dear, I was hoping you 


would be unselfish enough to give your little 


sister the larger piece of candy. Why, even that 
nice old hen will give all the nicest dainties to 
her little chicks and take only a tiny one once in 


a while for herself.” 


Johnnie (after watching the old hen for a 
while): “Well, mom, I’d do the same thing if it 
was worms.” 


Page 414 


i ’ 
, a? Gri ~~ " a - 


his warning to the intruder, and if nece 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


The Goat-Dog 


Away back in a wilderness I know, I onc 
came upon an enclosure made of sticks, wovet 
together almost like baskets are woven. It wa 
in the shape of an irregular circle, and th 
rough stick fence stood about four feet high. 

Inside the fence were a lot of nanny goat 
and their funny little baby kids. I never sav 
so many different colors on goats before. Many 
of them were black and white and sort of tat 
colored, and the kids, stiff-legged and comica 
in their actions, were beautifully colored anc 
marked too. 

I walked over to the fence so I could se 
them more closely and suddenly a dog begar 
to bark, and snarl, and growl, fearfully. | 
guess he was just telling me that it was hi: 
job to guard that flock of goats and that | 
should stay away, or else. 

Finally I saw him, sitting up over near the 
center of the enclosure, baring his teeth anc 
repeating his warning for me to stay away. He 
was a tagged little fellow, looking much like 
some homeless cur one might meet in some 
back alley. Certainly he would never take z 
blue ribbon at a dog show. ; 

Later, I was told that the native people whe 
live in this wilderness and who owned the 
goats, were troubled by wild animals which 
preyed upon their herds, killing many and 
carrying off many, particularly the little kids, 
to eat. - 

They got dogs and put them with the goats, 
but when a wild animal would come to the 
enclosure, or corral, they call it, the dog would 
become afraid, just like the goats, and would 
jump the fence and run off to save his own 
worthless hide. So one time one of the men 
took a tiny little puppy and put it in the en- 
closure with the goats and let it grow up 
with the kids. It lived on goat’s milk, and 
never left the flock. 2 

As the months went by, it grew larger and 
stronger, and never having known any othe 
kind of a life, except being with the goats, it 
probably thought it was a goat too. . 

Anyway its only home was with the goat 
and they were its only companions. Where 
ever the herd moved, when it was out grazin, 
the cur-dog stayed with them, and when wi 
animals came near, he would stay right wit 
the goats, bare his teeth and snarl and gr 


he would fight to protect his companion 
that he undoubtedly saved the lives of - 


Pe, 
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ff the cute little kids, and all because he had 
frown up with the goats and probably felt he 
yvas just as much of a goat as they were. 

It is interesting, how we gtow up, pretty 
uch like that puppy did. The living with 
he goats, going where they went and doing 
what they did, and having them as the daily 
companions, made a different kind of a dog out 
of that puppy. And just so, especially while 
we are growing up, the people with whom 
we play and spend our time, influence us too. 
if they are good and clean, then it will help 
us to be good and clean in our lives. If they 
ute bad, we are pretty likely to be bad too. So 
Thoosing our friends and playmates is a very 
important thing, for they help us to make our 
iives what they will be, and like the dog that 
thought he was a goat, it is pretty hard to 
change our lives once they become used to 
sither good or bad. 


Life’s Snow-Drifts 


This is a funny time to be talking about 
snow. But during the hotter months of the 
years, snow sounds a lot better and far more 
desirable than when the drifts are lying heavy 
and deep everywhere, and the cold winds 
whistle around the house and make you glad 
you are indoors by an open fire, where all is 
warm and comfortable. 

And so, one very hot day the subject of cold 
weather and snow was under discussion and 
one speaker told of how he was driving on a 
country road where the snow-plows had gone 
along and opened up a narrow lane in which 
you could drive your car. While he was driv- 
ing around a curve in the road, his front 
wheels went onto a little icy surface and his 
car skidded and almost buried itself in a snow 
drift. He said it happened so quickly he 
teally didn’t know what was happening until 
the car was deep in the snow-bank at the side 
of the road, and it took him several hours of 
hard, hard work to get the car back on the road 
and continue on his journey. 

_ Nobody, not even the car was hurt in the 
least. That was fortunate, of course, but the 
point I have in mind for you little folks is 
that life is pretty much like a winter road. At 
least it is in this one respect. Unhappy, un- 
fortunate, uncomfortable things can happen, 
and they do happen, to the one who is not 
always careful in the way he drives his car of 
ife along life’s highways. One little bit of 
glare ice, one little mistake, one little wrong 
eed or thought, one little bad word, although 
happens as quickly as an auto driver skid- 
ing on a piece of slippery road, before we 
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know it we are deep in the snowbank of sin, 
or unhappiness, or wrong, and it always takes 
a whole lot longer and a whole lot of hard, 
hard work, to get back onto the open and safe 
highway again where we belong. 

It is so much easier and so much more 
comfortable to drive carefully and stay on the 
right road, than it is to get back onto the right 
road after you have slipped off of it, that I 
often wonder why it is that anyone ever gets 
onto the wrong road, or into the ditch. 


Grown Up or Babies? 


Did you ever know that the age of a horse 
can be told, by looking at its teeth? It’s true. 
For horses’ teeth change in size and shape all 
the time, so that a man who knows about 
horses can look at a horse and tell pretty ac- 
curately, just how old the animal is. 

And that is pretty much true of children 
too, although possibly not so so much as with 
horses. 

But there are other ways of knowing how 
old a person is. If you ever go into what 
mother calls a ‘‘tantrum’’ and lie down on the 
floor and scream and kick and pound the floor 
with your fists, then mother knows that you 
are still a little baby, because grown-up folks 
don’t do things like that. Only a baby does 
that. One may be four or five or six years old, 
but if he goes into that sort of a tantrum, he 
is still a baby and must be treated as a baby. 

Then there is another way to tell how old 
you are. When you put something down be- 
side a wee baby, what does he do? He grabs 
whatever it is, whether it is his or not. He 
just picks up everything he can get his hands 
on and if you take it away from him he cries 
and gets red in the face. 

So what shall we say about the grown boy 
or girl, who takes the biggest piece of candy 
on the plate, or the newest toy all bright and 
shiny, and wants the best and biggest for him- 
self always? You say he is selfish? That he 
has no thought for others? That is true and 
it doesn’t make any difference how old he is 
in years, if he is selfish and wants the best of 
everything, regardless of the needs or desires of 
others, why he is still a baby. Even grown 
up men and women are that way sometimes. 
They don’t care what happens to others as 
long as they get what they want, when they 
want it, and at any cost. 


In life, even when you are little folks, you 


have to live with others. You have to live 
with your father and mother and your brothers 
and sisters. When you are outdoors you have 


to live with other children and unless you are | 
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grown up enough to know that you have 
to share with others and have to consider that 
they too are entitled to some of the biggest 
apples, and that it isn’t right or nice for you 
to think only of yourself, the time isn’t very 
far off when other folks will think of you as 
a selfish little baby who isn’t really grown up 
at all. 

So when people ask you, ‘How old are 
you?” the answer really lies not so much in 
how many years you have lived, but how well 
you are able to work and play with others and 
be generous rather than selfish. After all, you, 
yourself don’t like others who are selfish and 
want everything themselves, so you must re- 
member that those same other folks won’t like 
-you if you are selfish, for that is a baby trait, 
and grown boys and girls don’t like to play 
with babies, do they? 
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OUTLINES 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 


JESUS IS KING 
“Jesus Fulfils the Prophecies of the Old 


Testament.” 

I. The Preparation for the King (1:1-4-11) 
A. The Preparation—Divine (1:1-2:23) 
B. The Preparation—Human (3:1-4:11) 

Il. The Program of the King (4:12-16-13) 

. The Program—in Words (4:12-7:29) 
The Program—in Works (8:1-9:34) 
The Program—Organized (9:35-11:1) 

. The Program—Opposed (11:2-12-50) 
The Program—Restated in Parables 
(13:1-13:58) 

F. The Program—Rekindled Opposition 
(14:1-16:12) 

II. The Passion of The King (16:13-28:20) 

A. The King’s Leaders Instructe 
(16:13-18:35) 
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B. The King’s Conflict with National Lead- 


ets (19:1-20:34) 
C. The King’s Final Hours with His Dis- 
Bede iciples.( 211-26 :46), | 
_D. The King’s Death—The Apparent De- 
feat of His Program (26:47-27:66) _ 
» E. The King’s Resurrection—The Real Tri- 
umph of His Passion (28:1-28-20) 
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Gospel of Matthew—Part I 
I. The Preparation for the King 
(Matthew 1:1-4:11) 
A. The Preparation—Divine (1:1-2:23) 
1. The Ancestors of the King from 
Abraham (1:1-17) 
2. The Birth of the King at Bethlehem, 
city of David (1:18-25) 
3. The Visit of the Wise Men to the 
King (2:1-12) 
4, The Attempt to Slay the King 
(2:13-23) 
B. The Preparation—Human (3:11-4:11) 
1. The Wilderness Voice Heralds the 
King (4:1-12) 
2. The King Steps forth from the 
Crowd (2:13-17) 
3. The King’s Methods and Motives are 
Tested by Satan (4:1-11) 
a. Temptation to Use Divine Power 
Selfishly (4:1-4) 
b. Temptation to Use Spectacular 
Methods of Work (4:5-7) 
c. Temptation to Use Evil to Secure 
Good (4:8-11) 
The Gospel of Matthew—Part II 
II. The Program of the King (4:11-16:13) 
The program is in accord with prophecy. 
(4:12-16) 
The program heralds the kingdom of 
heaven. (4:17) 
The program secures helpers. (4:18-22) 
The program embraces teaching, preach- 
ing, healing. (4:23-25) : 
A. The Program—in Words (5:1-7:29) 
1. The Citizens of the Kingdom 
(5:1-16) 
2. The Laws of the Kingdom (5:17-48) 
3. The Duties of the Kingdom 
(6:1-34) 
4. The Contrasts of the Kingdom 
‘(7:1-29) 
B. The Program—in Works (8:1-9:34) 
1. Leper cured (8:1-4) 
2. Officer’s servant cured (8:5-13) 
3. Peter's mother-in-law cured 
(8:14-22) ~< 
4. Storm quieted (8:23-27) 
5. Two madmen cured (8:28-34) 
6. Paralytic cured (9:1-17) i 
7. Jairus’ daughter raised and afflicted 
woman cured (9:18-26) <a 
8. Blind men cured (9:27-31) 
9. Dumb man cured (9:32-34) 
. The Program—Organized (9:35-11:1).m 
1. The Need for Workers (9:35-38) 
2. The List, of the Workers (10:1-: 
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3. The Task Given the Workers 
(10:5-33) 
4. The Demands Made of the Workers 
(10:33-11:1) 
ID. The Program—Opposed (11:2-12:50) 
1. The Question from John the Baptist 
(11:2-19) 
2. The Condemnation of the Cities 
(11:20-30) 
3. The Disciples Blamed for not Keep- 
ing Sabbath (12:1-21) 
4. The Master Accused of Being Lea- 
gued with Satan (12:22-37) 
5. The Jewish Leaders Demanded 
Signs (12:38-50) 
|E. The Program—Restated in Parables 
(13:1-58) 
1. The Parable of the Sower 
The Parable of the Tares 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
The Parable of the Leaven 
The Parable of the Treasure 
The Parable of the Pearl 
. The Parable of the Net 


F. The Program—Rekindled Opposition 

(14:1-16:12) 

1. The Death of John the Baptist 
(14:1-12) 

2. The Feeding of the 5,000 and the 
King’s Retirement (14:13-21) 

3. The King Walks on the Waters of 
the Lake (14:22-36) 

4. The Disciples Blamed for Neglecting 

Ceremonies (15:1-20) © 

5. The King Goes to Country of Tyre 
and Heals Woman there (15:21-28) 

6. The Miracles beside the Sea 
(15:29-39) 

7. The Jewish Leaders Demand Signs 
from the Heavens (16:1-12) 
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_ The Gospel of Matthew—Part III 
I. The Passion of the King (16:13-28:20) 
A. The King’s Followers Instructed 
— (16:13-18:35) 

a 1. Instruction through Confession 

; (16:13-20) 

2. Instruction through Being Told of 
Crucifixion (16:21-28) 

3. Instruction through the Transfigura- 
a. tion (1721-23) 

4. Instruction through Relationship to 

State (17:24-27) 

5. Instruction on Various Qualities of 
Living (18:1-14) 
a. Greatness in His Kingdom 
(18:1-14) 


b. Dealing with Evil-Doers 
(18:15-20) 
CsForpiveness: (18:21235) 


B. The King’s Conflict with National Lead- 
ers (19:1-20:34) 
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A Question about Divorce (15:1-12) 
The King Blesses Little Children 
(19:13-15) 

A Question about Eternal Life 
(19:16-30) 

The Parable of the Laborers in the 
Vineyard (20:1-16) 

The King again Foretells His Death 
(19:17-19) 

The King Describes Greatness in 
His Kingdom (19:20-28) 

The King Cures Two Blind Men at 
Jericho (20:29-34) 


C. The King’s Final Hours with His Dis- 
ciples (21:1-26:46) 
lt 
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The King Enters Jerusalem in Tri- 

umph (21:1-17) 

The King Teaches Faith by the Fig 

Tree (21:18-22) 

The King Teaches at the Temple 

(21:23-25:46) 

a. The National Leaders Question 
His Authority (21:23-22:14) 

b. The Herodians ask about Taxes 
(22:15-22) 

c. The Sadducees ask about the 
Resurrection (22:23-33) 

d. A Pharisee asks about the Great- 
est Commandment (22:34-40) 

e. Jesus asks a Question about Christ 
(22:41-46) 

f. Jesus warns against Leaders, and 
laments fate of City (23:1-39) 

g. Jesus foretells destruction of 
Temple and end of age (24:1-51) 

h. Three parables of Judgment 
(25:1-46) 

The King’s Death Plotted (26:1-4) 

The King Anointed in Bethany 

(26:6-13) : 

The King’s Disciple Becomes Betrayer 

(26:14-16) 

The King’s Final Evening with His 

Disciples (26:17-46) 

a. The Passover observed (26:17-25) 

b. The Lord’s Supper Instituted 
(26:26-35) 

c. The King Prays in Gethsemane 
(26:36-46) 


D. The King’s Death—Apparent Defeat of 
His Program (26:47-27:66) 
1. The King is Arrested (26:47-56) 


Pay. 


The King is Tried before the High — 
Priest (26:57-68) re 
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The King is Denied by Peter 
(26:69-75) 
4. The King’s Betrayer Kills Himself 
(27:1-10) 
5. The King is Tried before Pilate 
(27:11-26) 
6. The King is Crucified (27:27-44) 
7. The King Dies on the Cross 
(27:45-56) 
8. The King is Buried (27:57-66) 
E. The King’s Resurrection—The Real Tri- 
umph of His Program (28:1-20) 
1. The King Rises from the Grave 
(28:1-15) 
2. The King Commissions His Follow- 
ers (28:16-20) 
~E 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


Words to Live By 
“My son, if sinners, entice thee, 
consent thou not.’’ Proverbs 1:10 

As a boy, although I learned this proverb, 
it seemed academic; I knew no sinners. 

But in 1903, I became a newspaperman. 
Sinners began enticing me. I consented not. 

Years later, when my gregarious son was at 
boarding school, his marks were poor. He 
explained: “I just can’t tell the boys to get 
out of my room—that I have to study.” 

S» I wrote the minister and asked him to 
use the above proverb as a text. 

“Mr. Tileston,” my son wrote, “preached a 
wonderful sermon on the text—'My son, if 
sinnets entice thee, consent thou not.’ It 
changed my whole attitude. I am going to 
‘consent not, and throw the boys out of my 
room.” Franklin P, Adams. 


_ The Alibi of Four Classes 
THE VOTER: > 

I merely voted whisky 
Repeal and license high; 

I would not stoop to sell it, 
I would not stoop to buy, 

Go find the man who makes it, 
He’s the one to blame—not I. 


THE DISTILLER 
I merely make the whisky; 
My trade is regular; 
My conscience doesn’t hurt me— 
How meddlesome you ate! 
Go find the man that serves it 
_ Across the corner bar. 
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THE RETAILER: 


I merely sell the whisky, 
The clubman’s high-grade bow]; 
My license helps my city, 
This is no grog-shop hole; 
I’m not the man you're hunting— 
Go find the “thirsty soul.” 


THE DRINKER: 


I merely drink the whisky 
That’s awful, you'll agree 
I did not vote nor make it, 
I do not sell it—see? 
I merely drink the whisky 
And so—why pick on me? 
—Hattie Horner Louthan. 


Which Way America? 


A study by the Golden Rule Foundation 
indicates a singular curve in the per cent of 
income given by the American people to church 
and church-related causes in the last twenty- 
six years. The graph falls into two distinct 
parts of thirteen years each. 

From 1920 to 1932 it rose from 2.72% to 
5.25%. 

‘From 1932 to 1945 it fell from 5.25% to 
1.35%. 

The usual explanation is that during the 
second period we were bled by relief taxes and 
by support of the war effort. But while in 
1944 we paid $40 billions in taxes, we still 
had $671/ billion to spend as we chose. And 
we chose to spend: 


Por churchese= os = ee $1 billion 
ForstobaccOmaes. c= ee ee $2 billion 
For entertainment ............2......- $3 billion 
Pot liquoty ics toon eevee $7 billion 


POG, (oxuticie 2. coe 2. sees $10 billion — 

Is it any wonder that religion appears te 
have a decreasing grip on young people, anc 
is apparently less able to control the force: 
that now animate secular society on either it: 
national or international levels? 


The Indispensables 


The clattering train jolted to a sudden sto] 
on the edge of a tropical village in Yucatan 
Beneath the open window stood an imploring 
tagged boy, calling out the penny prices fo 
the fly-covered sweet buns stacked precariousl 
on a palm-leaf tray. “Twenty years ago 
was just like this boy,” said my companion 
now a university student and translation help 
er. ‘‘An an orphan I wandered the dust 
streets of a village much like this one, an 
sold bread to the hungry passengers w 
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oassed through on the wheezing, narrow- 
gauge railway.” 

It was then that I could understand how 
Moisé Romero, who had been helping on the 
tanslation of the Gospels into Maya could 
thoose just the right words for the “weary 
snd the heavy laden.” With him, “donkeys,” 
‘Threshing floors,” “women grinding at the 
mill,’ “hungry multitudes,” and “the five 
paves’ all represented the very life which 
se had lived. His interest in the Maya lan- 
fuage was not an academic one concerned 
vith deciphering the strange ancient glyphs 
nscribed on demolished temples and pyramids 
out a practical, intimate knowledge of the soul 
ind life of a tribal nation numbering some 
300,000. It was this downtrodden and neg- 
2cted people for whom the Bible was destined; 
‘nd it was this young university student whom 
sod had prepared through the years of im- 
severishment to help translate most clearly 
he Word of Life to those who continued to 
‘sit in darkness.” 

—Eugene A. Nida, head of the translation 
work of the American Bible Society. 


“Too Little and Too Late” 


_“We have poured hundreds of millions into 
svery type of cultural influence—science, edu- 
sation, etc., and piddling driblets into the in- 
stitutions which exist to create what wé now 
s0 desperately lack. - i 
“We have set our hearts and our energies on 
zoods and goals directly opposed to those 
which Christianity told us were basic, and now 
we bemoan Christianity’s failure to provide 
what we disdained and derided.” ue 
aes Henry Pitt Van Dusen. —— 


Vissing eet 
©I Cor. 15:52. I Thess. 4: 16-18. 


Possibly you have read that interesting and 
urresting pamphlet entitled, “The Missing 
Ines,” writes William G. Coltman. It tells 
out a Christian who before retiring, read the 
fhessalonian message dealing with the Lord’s 
rn and the catching up of the saints. After 
alling asleep this believer, in a dream, fancied 
imself awakening in the morning and going 
oO an adjacent room to discover it was empty 
id a loved one was missing. . Further in- 
tigation brought to light others also miss- 
from their rooms. Going out into the 
st he noticed groups: of people gathered 
discussing the mysterious disappearance of 


mber, 19.47 


“ a. 


es and friends. — Soon the whole town | 


was filled with excited groups, alarmed and 
wondering about the whereabouts of many of 
its best citizens. 

Is it not thus daily, in every community, 
every accident? Many of us are more con- 
cerned with the search for the remains of the 
missing, than we are with the present abode 
of the missing loved ones, whose spirits have 
been “caught up by the Lord.” 


“What if some day when you and I are standing 
Watching the fitful lightning in the sky 

Hearing the muttered threat of distant thunder, 
Knowing humanity's dread hour is nigh . . . 


“What if a sudden thrill should quiver through our 
being 
Not the death pang that ends all mortal strife, 
But in a quickening surge of swift ecstatic power 
Mortality be swallowed up of life! 


“O blessed hope that looks beyond the shadows 
That is not troubled by this world’s alarms 
That knows The -Life and sees a transformation 
That waits the welcome of His outstretched 
arms! : 
Missing! Truly an- arresting word, when 
applied to ourselves, individually, but there is 
something worse than to be missing in rela- 
tion to this world. To be missing ftom God 
is far more tragic—Evangelical Christian. 


As They Waited, 
They Began to Doubt | 
John. 2he dim “ipo afishing. » - ae 
John 20:28-29. “Blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed.” 
John 9: 35-38. “Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God?” 


We are familiar with the story and scenes 
of the Lord’s return to the disciples, after the 
Resurrection; how he proved Himself to them 
repeatedly, so that He might eritrust them with 
the great commission, “Go ye...and preach 
the gospel to every man.” 

Let us visit the scene of still another “‘prov- 
ing,” after a number of the disciples had been 
asked to meet Him at a mountain in Galilee. 
They go to the mountain, but—it seems that 
Christ did not come at once. 
them doubting. again. Impulsive Peter an- 
nounces that he is going fishing, and a group 
of others agree to go with him. They can't 
wait in faith and trust, they prefer to toil the 


night through on the sea of, Galilee, and 


catch nothing. Christ appeats on the shore in 
the morning, but like ourselves, they do not 
recognize Him, because their eyes and minds 
ate clouded with. doubt. 


So, we see 


John finally recognizes Him, and cries out, — 
“It is the Lord!” Now Peter leaps out of the 


+= 
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boat and hastens to the shore to greet the 
Lord. All this after Christ has proved. Him- 
self again through the miraculous draft of 
fishes, after their useless night of toil— 
George H. Gilmer, D.D. 


Return Good For Evil 


Lamentations 3:39. “Wherefore doth a 
living man complain, a man for the punish- 
ment of his sins? Let us search and try our 
ways and turn again to the Lord.” 

Matt. 5:39. “But I say unto you... 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also.” 

Berlin, Germany. News report, March 10, 
1947. From the end of the war through 
1946, American taxpayers contributed nearly 
$500,000,000 worth of food and other sup- 
plies for Germany, American Military Gov- 
ernment sources estimated today. 

The food bill alone of Germans and dis- 
placed persons from August 1, 1945, to De- 
cember 31, 1946, amounted to $395,461,000, 
according to the latest report issued by Gen. 
Joseph T. McNarney. In addition, Army 
stocks and direct imports have provided mil- 
lions of tons of other supplies, ranging from 
pills to petroleum, which accountants estimate 
to have cost $65,000,000. 

The cost of these supplies is chargeable to 
the German economy and repayment ultimately 
will be sought out of the proceeds of Ger- 
man exports. ; 


Johnny Roukema, Steward 


Ex. 34: 28. “He wrote upon tables the Ten 
Commandments.” 

Deut. 11: 26-28. “Behold, I set before you 
this day a blessing and a curse: A blessing, if 
ye obey the commandments of the Lord, your 
God, which I command you this day: And a 
curse, if ye will not obey...” 

Ex. 31:13. “My Sabbathhe shall keep...” 


_ Johnny Roukema, a GI student at Rutgers 
University, a former captain in the U. S. 
Army, with a distinguished service record in 
both the Italian and Pacific theaters, holder of 
the Purple Heart, and some 14 citations, an 
athlete, regarded as one of the outstanding 
speed skaters of the U. S. A., having won 
various national championships and established 
himself as one of the fastest men in the na- 
tion on ice skates. 
narily be eligible to compete for a place on 


the Olympic team, to represent this nation in 


the forthcoming competition. 


\ 
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As such, he would ordi-' 


The Middle Atlantic Skating Association at 
tempted to hold the Eastern Olympic try-out: 
for speed skaters on three different occasion: 
recently, but was forced to change plans due 
to inclement weather. Hastily, it later fixec 
the date for try-outs on January 19, 1947,— 
the date on which races were to be held anc 
eastern representatives chosen to enter the 
finals. 

Johnny Roukema is a member of the Chris 
tian Reformed Church, and as such refused te 
participate in a Sunday match, thereby elimi 
nating himself. A second competition wa: 
scheduled at St. Paul, Minnesota, for earl) 
February, and Johnny Roukema applied to th 
Middle Atlantic Association for permission t 
compete in the Midwest try-outs, offering tc 
pay all his expenses to the Middle West 
hoping in this way to establish a standing 
which would permit him to try out for the 
national team. The president of the Middle 
Atlantic Association,. however, refused him 
this privilege, saying: “It was Roukema’s owr 
fault that his religion did not allow him te 
skate on Sundays.” 

Our readers are free to form their owr 
opinion of the action of the Middle Atlantic 
Association and its president. Christian peo: 
ple everywhere will have profound respect fot 
a youth who sacrificed his chances at a world 
championship in speed skating for the sake of 
his religious convictions. Of such is the king. 
dom of heaven.—Christian Advocate, March 
13, 1947. a : 


Questions to Be Answered 


1. Are the members of the Middle At. 
lantic Skating Association members of Chris. 
tian churches? If not, why not, when they 
are dealing with young people from Christiar 


churches and homes. 


2. Is the president of the Middle Atlantic 
Skating Association a member of a Christiar 
Church? If so, does that Church side-stet 
the commandment, “Remember the Sabbath 
Day to keep it holy.” : 

3. Is the president of this association th 
final and dictatorial power regarding decisio 
on entries? If so, why? If not, why do na 
Christian people, who believe in holding te 
their religious convictions, raise their ciel 
protest ? a 

Is not a youth such as Johnny Roukema tl 
vety antithesis of the juvenile delinquent 
which the nation seems to evince such - 
cern? Yet, we stand by while he i 
barred because of his religious convictio 
garding “keeping holy the day of the 
Are we not equally guilty with the 


- 
, 


Hantic Skating Association, if we fail to 
‘se Our voices in protest? 


Hucating Our Children 


[me Gor. 10: 12. “Wherefore let him that 
inketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 
Gor. 10: 31. 
fol. 3:2. . “Sez your affection on things 
save, not on things on the earth.” 
'One evening I read a paragraph from the 
edies’ Home Journal. Two sentences were 
ese: “Do you ask what will educate your 
n? Your example will educate him;, your 
Mversation with your friends; the business 
sees you transact; the likings and dislik- 
gs he sees you express—these will educate 
m. 
“Well, it doesn’t take too much thinking to 
tt from this a sermon_on ‘The Greatest 
ower on Earth,’ which is, of course, the 
ywer of your example. This goes for all of 
and with all of us. Each of us is an ex- 
maple, good or bad, held before others.’ And 
ch of us will be influenced by the example 
hich we see in others—Carl H. Olson, 
burch of the Redeemer, Minneapolis. 


7hite Unto the Harvest 


Hosea 6:11. “O Judah, He hath set a 
arvest for thee...” 

Joel 3:13. “Put ye in the sickle, for the 
arvest is ripe.” 

Matt. 9: 37-38. “The harvest truly is plen- 
ous, but the laborers are few.” 

An American chaplain in Japan, writes to 
re Christian Advocate, about some of his ex- 
stiences, from which were published the fol- 
wing highlights: 

“He tells of finding a solitary Christian in a 
on-Christian community, and proposing to 
im that a Bible Class be organized, the 
vaplain offering to produce the necessary New 
estaments. Within a few days he was in- 
yrmed that the largest room in the girls’ 
hool had been engaged for the meeting of 
1e class. By the time the first session was 
ue, the enrollment had run up into the 
indreds. Describing »the interest of the 
| people in the Christian religion, he 
“Not until I came here did I understand 
e full significance of the phrase, “White un- 
. the harvest.’ Given the necessary leader- 
tip and funds the cause of Christ could go 
ard by leaps and bounds. During the 
the Christians were held in contempt and 
ted. Now, because of our victory the 


people are interested in our religion as in 
almost everything else American. The door is 
wide open, and the important thing now is to 
reveal Christ, not to question the means that 
opened the door.” 


One Who Was Good to Them 


I Tim. 6:18-19. “That they may do good,...« 
laying up in store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, that- 
they may lay hold on eternal life.” 

When I was writing the cemetery scene for 
my play, The Blue Bird, I walked into a cem- 
ctery one evening, not far distant from my 
home, in order to get some atmosphere for 
my scene. Walking among the moss-flecked 
and weatherworn grave stones, I saw a figure 
kneeling in prayer beside one of the graves in, 
a neglected section, praying for the repose of 
a soul. 

Obviously a mendicent, he seemed out of 
place in these surroundings. When he had 
completed his devotions, he arose and walked 
past me toward the cemetery entrance, and [ 
addressed him, wondering what earthly ties 
had weathered the many years since the grave 
had been made, and still strong enough to bring 


him here to kneel in prayer. I said, “A father-. 


or mother, perhaps, lies resting there, for whom 
you came to offer prayer?” 

“No, Monsieur,” he replied, “just one who. 
was good to me while he lived.” Later the- 
sexton of the church told me that beggars came. 
frequently to pray at the grave of this departed 
citizen, “who had been good to them while he- 
lived.” —Maurice Maeterlinck. 


Grandeur and Hope 


Ex. 17:11-15. “And Moses built an altar.” 
Job 11:16-19. ". . . also thou shalt lie down, 
and none shall make thee afraid.” 
Psalm 104:1-3. “Who coverest thyself with. 

light as with a garment; who stretchest out 

the heavens-like a curtain.” 
Looked at in terms of space, the message of 
astronomy is at best one of melancholy grandeur 
and oppressive vastness. Looked at in terms of 
time, it becomes one of almost endless possi- 
bility and hope. As denizens of the universe 
we may be living near its end rather than its 


beginning; for it seems likely that most of the — 


universe had melted into radiation before we 
appeared on the scene. But as inhabitants of 


the earth, we are living at the very beginning. 


of time. We have come -into being in the 


fresh glory of the dawn, and a day of almost 
unthinkable length stretches before us with 
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unimaginable opportunities for accomplishment. 
Our descendants of far-off ages, looking down 
this long vista of time from the other end, 
will see our present age as the misty morning 
of the world’s history; our contemporaries of 
today will appear as dim heroic figures who 
fought their way through jungles of ignorance, 
etror, and superstition to discover truth, to 
learn how to harness the forces of nature, and 
to make a world worthy for mankind to live 
in. We are still too much engulfed in the 
greyness of the morning mists to be able to 
imagine, however, vaguely, how this world of 
ours will appear to those who will come after 
us and see it in the full light of day. But by 
what light we have, we seem to discern that 
the main message of astronomy is one of re 
to the race and of responsibility to the indi- 
vidual—of responsibility because we are draw- 
ing plans and laying foundations for a longer 
future than we can well imagine—Sir James 
Jeans, from “Living Prayerfully,” Kirby Page. 


The First Commandment 
With Promise 
“Deut. 10:17-19. “Love ye, therefore, the 
SP BIPR CN we eee 
Prov. 17:6. “...The glory of children are 
their fathers.” 
Eph. 67.123. 
mother...” 
Newscasts and the press recently gave promi- 
nence to a court case, a woman bringing suit 
against her foster-father for $2,500.00 to cover 
housing, care, and food for a period of years. 
The court awarded her the sum for which she 
sued. The foster-father was ordered to pay. 


“Honor thy father and. thy 


He is quoted as saying, “I will have to change 


my will, in which I left $10,000.00 to my 
foster-daughter, in order to pay her claim of 
$2,500.00 now. I will then leave the balance 
to someone else.’ There is no mention of a 
claim against the woman for housing, care, 


and food, by the foster-father. 
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Songs Are Born of Sorrow 
and Suffering 


Job 37:12-14. “He causeth it to come, whether 
for correction, or for his land, or for 
mercy. .Hearken unto this, O Job: stand 
still, and consider the wondrous works of 
God.” 

God intends that this life of ours shall be 


one glad sweet song. This is not to say that 


our lives shall be free of sorrow, suffering and 


affliction. There is a tradition concerning the 


song of the nightingale, the sweetest singer 
all the birds, that its song is the expression 
eternal passion and eternal pain. So it is th 
the sweetest songs of mortals are born out | 
the deepest experiences of sorrow and sufferin 
The songs come not in spite of these thing 
but as a result of these things. The hea 
sings when it is happy, confident and free. TI 
heart does not sing when it is heavy wi 
doubt, fear, pessimism or despair. The Chri 
tian believes in God the Father who loves ar 
cares and delivers. He believes in a Savio 
who is an ever-present Helper, Comforter ar 
Friend. He believes in a Heaven of eternal li 
and blessedness. Being rooted in these gre 
realities of the Gospel, he is confident, trustft 
serene; his heart is not troubled nor afraid, bi 
is filled with songs of love and joy and peac 
—J. Harold Gwynne. 


Children Are Made! 


Ex. 18:20. “And thou shalt teach them ord 
nances and laws, and shalt show them tl 
way wherein they must walk, and the wor 
that they must do.” 


The rearing’ of children ‘is a task of suc 
magnitude, one so intricate in its complexiti 
and so baffling in its contradictions, that pa: 
ents usually need every iota of help they ca 
obtain. It was only natural, having dispense 
with the aids of religious beliefs and instit 
tions, that enlightened parents should turn t 
other sources for help, and where more natu: 
ally than to the psychology of childhood? Th 
psychology of childhood was not ready f¢ 
them. The science had: progressed only to th 
point of confidence in theories. Scientific ev 
dence was still very meager; theories wet 
plentiful, and parents accepted these theories. 

Minds are not born, they are acquired b 
training.’ Personality is#ot born, it is devel 
oped by practice. The greatest and mo: 
authentic textbook on personality is still th 
Bible. - Discoveries which psychologists hay 
made tend to confirm rather than contradict th 
codification of personality found in the Bibl 
Psychology is proving that many of the ancie 
ideas and precepts about the development of 
good character and personality were right. 3 

Religion is the only unifying and ever-pr 
ent force which can help to solve the iney 
moral and intellectual conflicts of parents, chil 
dren, and society at large. In a world 
change and tebellion to authority, God i 
only fixed point——Henry C. Link, in “Retur 
Religion.” oe a 
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Is America being taught to admire “big cri m 
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‘NDER UNTO THE PEOPLE 
'Umphrey Lee. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 

pp. and index. $1.50. 
these are the Cole Lectures for 1946, at Vanderbilt 
iversity. There is no question about two things 
ich Dr. Lee brings out in these lectures: 1. The 
reasing manner in which our people are looking to 
fernment for almost everything; and 2. The in- 
aasing secularization of our life. The theme of the 
cure is The Problem of Religion and the State in 
- Democracy. 
While it is true that democracy is the proper govern- 
mt under which the Protestant Church should flour- 
_ it is equally true that secularization of life could 
re dire consequences on the church, not by open op- 
ition, but simply through neglect. The will of the 
jority is law. The trend of our modern society is to 
allow up the individual in the mass. In the early 
ys of our country the individual was important; 
w the emphasis is changed. Consequently individual 
itiative has tended to give way to more governmental 
htrol. 

Chis quotation from the book is important: ‘To say 
it the church must not touch on areas controlled 
the state is going to be difficult in a time when 
mn is born in a government hospital, introduced into 
: world by a doctor on the government payroll, edu- 
-ed by the state, employed under circumstances and 
ms dictated by law, retired on a government pen- 
nm, buried by government insurance, and mourned by 
widow supported by social security.” 
This question of the relation of the state and the 
otestant Church is a very important one now. In 
2 field of education, during the war, colleges could 
t give certain courses without the consent of gov- 
ament. It behooved every leader of public opinion, 
sich includes the clergy, to read this and similar 
oks—W. R. Siegart. 


sITH AND FREEDOM by Russell J. Clinchy. 

1e Macmillan Company. 121 pp. $1.75. 

This little book, constituting the Enoch Pond Lec- 
res on Applied Christianity, delivered at Bangor Theo- 
xical Seminary in 1946, holds a wealth of provocative 
ought and keen analysis for citizens of this Atomic 
ze. Dr. Russell J. Clinchy has done both Evangelical 
-otestantism and Christian democracy a distinct ser- 
ce in unfolding the heritage of freedom that belongs 
us and in uncovering the main implications of that 
‘ritage for our contemporary world. 

There are four chapters, discussing in turn, THE 
[ATUS OF LIBERALISM, THE NATURE OF LIBER- 
LISM, THE LIBERAL IDEA AND PROGRAM, and 
HE SUSTAINING FAITH OF LIBERALISM. 

Doctor Clinchy recaptures the word “liberalism” to 
proper historical setting and connotation. Far from 
ing a word in disrepute, liberalism is a word of 
le meaning in past generations and brings to our 
‘esent day an equally noble challenge to creative and 
demptive purpose. 

invaluable contribution which the author makes 
in the re-establishment of Evangelical Christianity 
ts rightful place as an indispensable power and 
nce on character and humanity. One sees how 
true benefits of freedom in modern society rest 
for validity and origin on the acceptance of the 
tian faith “in scorn of consequences’. 

en he deals with the final theme Doctor Clinchy 
“Tt is that faith that we must possess today as 


nd, a generation like a modern Samson, great 
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IN SERMONS @® TEACHING 
COUNSELING ® MANAGEMENT 


FOR THE BUSY PASTOR 
Ww 


THIS WAY TO A 
THRIVING CHURCH 


@ By Paul H. Conrad. This book gives .a 
comprehensive answer to the question: 
“What constitutes a complete, well-balanced 
stewardship program for an average church?” 
It is adaptable to any congregation, large 


or small. 50c 
HOW TO INCREASE 
CHURCH INCOME 
@ By Weldon Crossland. Based on ‘sound 


stewardship principles and a detailed knowl- 
edge of applicable financial ‘outlets for the 
church, Dr. Crossland shows how to proceed 
at every step—from the initial planning to 
the conclusion of a campaign. $1.50 


STORY SERMONS 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


@ By Julius Fischbach. There are fifty-two 
themes—one for each week in the year. In 
simple, appealing language, Dr. Fischbach 
presents the great abiding truths by which 
these young Christians will shape their 
lives. $1.75 


CYCLOPEDIA .OF 
BIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS 


@ By Paul E. Holdcraft. For all who teach 
the Bible and its message, these 1400 illus- 
trations, selected by a master scholar of the 
Bible, are vital, suggestive, dramatic! They 
will give life and force to sermons, and will 
furnish ideas and themes for inspiring medi- 
tation. 


NOW TO LIVE! 


© By Ralph W. Sockman. Twenty-five of the 
finest of Dr. Sockman’s radio addresses. For 
colorful illustration, incisive thrust, and many 
another incidéntal delight, this sermon series 
is memorable. $2 
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in power but weak in spiritual meaning and imperative 

The counsels of despair will call us back to an 
authority which will take the place of man’s’ respon- 
sibility. The counsels of hope, founded upon that free- 
dom of man which God will sustain, will call us for- 
ward to the high prerogatives and responsibilities which 
have always been found possible of attainment by the 
free man, in the free church, in the free society.”’— 
John W. McKelvey. 


I SAW GOD WASH THE WORLD 
By William L. Stidger, Rodeheaver-Hill Mack. 
127 pp. $1.50. 

This is the post-war edition put out, in answer to 
popular demand, of a compilation of Stidger poems, 
which in earlier editions, sold well into the thousands. 
Its title poem, I Saw God Wash The World, has been 
translated into over twenty tongues, it has been 
selected for fifteen anthologies including Bartlett’s, 
which is top recognition for any poem, it has been 
set to music in ten different settings. The book also 
includes ‘‘A Prayer On Every Star,’’ which went to 
half a million soldiers during the war; “Rise Up O 
World,” was the official Hymn of The Crusade For 
Christ and was later sung over a national hookup on 
VD Day. 

Dr. Stidger, of the Department of Holiletics, Boston 
University School of Theology, is a man of many 
diversified talents, not least among which is that of 
poesy, for the new edition of I Saw God Wash The 
World contains some 100 of his original poems, 17 of 
which appear as new additions to the book, all of 
which will delight the soul of whoever seeks religious 
poems for whatever» purpose. 

The Author’s style, his warmth, and depth of spir- 
jitual perception, and the optimism, encouragement and 
cheer found in his every line, bespeak for this collec- 
tion of Stidger poems, an ever-increasing host of ap- 
preciative admirers. 

In the heart of the bulb is the promise of spring 
In the little blue egg there’s a bird that will sing; 
In the soul of a seed is the hope of the sod; 

In the heart of a child is the kingdom of God. 


JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, 
TODAY AND FOREVER 
John McNaugher. $2.50. 
For the man who does not already have a dozen or 
more books on Christology, here is an excellent book by 


the emeritus professor of New Testament literature and. 


exegesis: in the Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary. 
Here is set forth in eight chapters the person and Work 
of our Lord from the conservative point of view. The 
author rightly says that Christianity cannot be studied 
as an organization, a body of doctrine, a system of 
ethics, or a way of life. Jesus Christ is our gospel. 
If a man is in need of something, as Browning once 
put it “to give my convictions a clinch,’ then here is a 
good book. 

In the Chapter on ‘‘The Deity of Christ’ is a sentence 
from Bishop Maule, ‘‘A Savior not quite God, is a 
bridge broken off at the far end.” How True. The 
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Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
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vice. Available in ma- 
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Circular and quotations on request 
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Virgin Birth, Atonement, Resurrection, and Ascensio! 
are each dealt with in separate chapters. The secon 
on the Resurrection is a fine historical statement of th 
various theories of the Resurrection which have bee 
offered, followed by an excellent array of arguments fo 
the Resurrection of Christ. This by far the best chap 
ter of the book.—C. F. Banning. 


OXFORD CYCLOPEDIC CONCORDANCE, with 
illustrations and colored maps. 
Oxford University Press. 380 pp. $2.50. 

This new and largely improved edition of the stan 
dard reference work of wide acceptance, is much mor 
than a dictionary for it contains a wealth of cyclopedi 
articles, illustrations, summaries of all the books 0 
the Bible and it embodies the results of recent re 
search. References and cross references, and indexe 
make its content readily available for the user. Know! 
as a useable and authoritative volume, this new edi 
tion has been entirely reset in new boldface, self 
pronouncing type. It is a book worthy of space O01 
the shelves of every minister’s study-library. 


THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 
By Harold J. Ockenga. Revell. 176 pp. $2.00. 

This series of fifteen sermons is almost a review 0 
the activities of the Spirit as described in the eight 
chapter of Romans. The discourses are conservative il 
interpretation and have as their avowed purpose th 
imparting of understanding and the stimulating of % 
deeper experience. , . 

Great, abiding themes, such as the incarnation 
regeneration, sanctification, redemption, prayer, soul 
winning are expressed in a virile, lean prose that some 
times reaches an austere sublimity. In speaking o 
Paul’s declaration, ‘‘We groan within ourselves,” h 
asks his readers to think of humanity‘s agonizing cr 
of suffering today, which constitutes our age one o 
the darkest periods of history. The author continues 
“Out of hunger, bereavement, disease, disillusionment 
embitterment, frustration, and absolute hopelessness 
men’s voices are joined in the paean of pessimism, th 
agony of anguish that rises from pain.” 

These sermons faithfully proclaim that God has ; 
plan for the redemption of man and that the Spirit i 
His agent today.—Paul R. Kirts. 


STORIES TO GROW ON, by Gertrude D. McKelvey. — 
John C. Winston Company, Philadelphia. 63 pp. 75c. 

This beautifully illustrated, book by Gertrude McKel 
vey, deals with five of the best known parables of Jesu 
—‘The House Upon a Rock,’”’ “The Sowers,” “Th 
Talents,” ‘The Good Samaritan,’ and ‘The Los 
Sheep.” It is done with the same skill and beaut 
which the author used for a companion book on th 
Beatitudes. It is a marvellous little book for mother 
with small children, to use at bedtime, or for Chure 
school teachers, who. need to master the art of puttin 
life and attractiveness into the New Testament narra 
tives —Charles Haddon Nabers. 


A PLAIN MAN’S LIFE OF CHRIST 
By Dr. A. D. Martin. Macmillan. $2.00. he 
A very worthwhile book from the pen of the lat 
Dr. A. D. Martin, prominent British pastor, author- an 
leader in the Congregational Church of England an 
Scotland for many years. The author's insight int 
the spiritual depths of the life and teachings of ou 
Lord can but win attention the interest of both co: 
servatives and liberals. The author's style is pungen 
and arresting. The book is a distinct contribution | 
Christian thought and appreciation. It is differe 
from all other attempts to present the scenes, and wha 
lay behind the scenes, in the life of our Ons 
(Oe His Uaneteite 


‘, 


"rORY SERMONS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 

7 Julius Fischbach. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 

22 pp. $1.75. 

(Dr. Fischbach is the pastor of the First Baptist 
qurch of Lansing, Mich., and he has been using story 
rrmons which fit into the theme of his regular church 
prvice. Thus he has a story about Holy Communion. 
‘All ages like stories. Take the stories from our 
tble and there wouldn’t be much left. God teaches 
nrough people, and much of the Bible is made up of 
mwries concerning people and their relation to both 
od and man. 

“These stories by Dr. Fischbach are uniformly good. 
ney can be used with considerable profit by any one 
. any occasion where a story is called for. One finds 
pre considerable more Christian teaching than in most 
ach volumes.—W. R. Siegart. 


TY SERMON NOTES ON DOCTRINAL THEMES 

y Rev. W. P. VanWyk. Baker Book House. 

33 pp. $2.00. 

“The author, one of the leading expository preachers 
> the Christian Reformed Church, presents in post- 
wumous manner, thirty sermons in this volume, most of 
fhich deal with The Apostles’ Creed. The sermons are 
arefully outlined and fully written out, and in this 
aey serve a splendid purpose, showing carefully the 
vreacher’s mode of thought and his method of devel- 
pment. Presumably they read as they were deliv- 
red. Their analysis and interpretation of divine truth 
ack the power and charm which undoubtedly accom- 
manied their delivery. Whatever the explanation, 
qese sermons do not convey uplift and inspiration as 
me would have a right to expect from the expository 
resentation of the great and sublime doctrines of the 
hristian faith. They read easily and smoothly, but 
zithout commanding the mind and heart to behold and 
eknowledge new insights and fresh aspects of basic 
‘hristian truth. 

While the book does not avail itself of the vast ar- 
ay of illustrations on hand from current life or litera- 
ure, it is strong on fine analysis of the various ser- 
nonic themes and gives excellent demonstration of 
he depths and riches which lie at every preacher’s 
ight hand if he will pause long enough to explore 
tis doctrinal theme and take pains to expound it. In 
his the author has done a commendable job.—John 
V. McKelvey. 


"EN BOYS WHO BECAME FAMOUS (83 pp.) 
"EN GIRLS WHO BECAME FAMOUS (72 pp.) 
3y Basil Miller. Zondervan Publishing House. $1.00. 
The author presents in these companion volumes the 
ives of twenty men and women who have made their 
nark in the realm of victorious living. The selections 
save been wisely made. The pen-portraits of the men 
egin with Augustine and end with Generalissimo 
Yhiang Kai-shek, whereas those of the women begin with 
Susanna Wesley and conclude with Madame Chiang 
<ai-shek. In between are such names as Luther, Bun- 
ran, Grenfell, Booker T. Washington, George Muller, 
Ann Judson, Florence Nightingale, Betty Stam, Pendita 
tamabai, and Frances Willard. The names are all 
leserving of a place and provide in brief and _ inter- 
‘sting style the essential facts underlying the lives of 
hese remarkable individuals. 
The books will have value to parents and teachers 
rho seek to bring the challenge of heroism on the 
a of Christian ideals to the boys and girls in their 
. Despite the brief treatment possible in the span 
so short a book the author has succeeded in giving 
e facts and episodes characterizing each life with 
mmendable clarity and fine dramatic . effect.—John 


7. McKelvey. 
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STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE of the BIBLE 


@ No one has ever offered a more 
complete Concordance than this, 
because it presents every word in 
the Bible and every passage in which 
it occurs. . 


@ Anyone who knows his alphabet 
and is sure of just one key word in 
the passage he seeks, can find that 
passage without fail. 


@ After more than half a century Dr. 
Strong’s work is as accurate, as 
authoritative, and as exhaustive as it 
was in 1890. 


@ The whole main Concordance is un- 
der one straightforward alphabeti- 
cal list, and in exact succession of 
book, chapter, and verse. Simple 
reference numbers direct you 
quickly to the passage you seek. 


@ Included also are all of the signifi- 
cant Hebrew, Chaldee, and Greek 
words of the original Scriptures, 
with pronunciations plainly 
marked. It is, too, the only Con- 
cordance that notes certain Ameri- 
can variations. 


Complete and unabridged, handsomely 
bound in quarto buckram ..... $ 8.75 


Thumb Indexed Edition. ...... $10 


At All Bookstores ——- 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
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Mid-Week Suggestions 


J. A Time for Decision 


Organ: ‘Prelude Nuptiale’”—Nevin. 

Invocation: ‘Be still and know that I am 
God; I will be exalted among the heathen, I 
will be exalted in the earth. The Lord of 
hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is our 


refuge.” Psa. 46. 
Hymn: “The Fight Is On.” 
Psalm: Psalm 49, responsively. 
Hymn: “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.” 
Scripture: Prov. 11:24-27. James 5:1-6. 
ee lin, 432% 
Hymn: “He Who Would Valiant Be.” 
Meditation: ‘Now is the accepted time; behold, 


now is the day of salvation.” 2 Cor. 6:2. Individ- 
uals shape the destinies of nations, just as they shape 
their own destinies. It is the individual who does 
right or wrong; it is the individual who accepts 
ideals, and strives to live to up to them. It is the 
individual who loves, shows mercy and understand- 
ing, lives among his fellows as an example of that 
which he believes. It is the individual who accepts 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, and pattern of life, and 
prays to Almighty God for strength and wisdom to 
carry out His will. 

Indifference to this great and obvious fact causes 
many to withhold their moral and spiritual support 
of sincere Christian leaders at a time when it is 
gravely needed. Many of us ask, “what can I do? 
What can one person do?” This community is 
YOU, ONE person, multiplied to the number 
living within its jurisdiction; a nation is YOU, ONE 
person, multiplied to the number living within its 
borders, its jurisdiction. It is what YOU do, what 
I do, what my NEIGHBOR does, that shapes the 
life of the community, the life of the nation. 

“Now is the accepted time’’ to come to grips with 
ourselves in deciding the course. we wish to take as 
citizens of a nation, privileged to have a major 
part in forming the destinies of all men on earth. 
With the help of the Holy Spirit, we shall have the 
wisdom and strength to carry out this privilege ac- 
cording to the Will of God. 

Hymn: “Come Thou, Almighty King.” 

Prayer: (Especially for the strength and fore- 
sight to abandon our concern with unworthy activ- 
ities of the hour, and focus our attention on things 
of lasting value, as measured by time and eternity). 


Hymn: “Soldiers of Christ Arise.’ 

Benediction: ‘Grace and peace be multi- 
plied unto you through the knowledge of God 
and Jesus our Lord.” 

Organ: “March in E Flat’”—Faulkes. 


II. Here We Stand 


Organ: “Autumn’—J]ohbnston, 
Invocation: ‘This is the day which the Lord 
hath made: we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 
Psa. 118. 
Hymn: 
- Psalm: Psalm 50, responsively. 
~ Hymn: “O Maker of the Sea and Sky:” ” 
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“Let Us with a Gladsome Mind” 


Scripture. Neh. 6:11 (Moffatt). Isaiah 
222-5. Mal. 3:16-18;.4:1-2, " John 1525-5, 

Hymn: ‘Who is on the Lord’s Side.” 

Meditation: “If the signs of the times have 
meaning, mankind has embarked upon a new era in 
world history. One senses the feeling of uncertainty, 
the feeling of “what does it matter?” the feeling 
of ‘let us get there first” in the matter of piling up 
money and weapons of war.’ One senses the feeling 
of fear of the future. 

“Talk is open and free “‘about the next war,” 
about “‘the compulsion facing mankind to settle its 
differences at the conference tables.’’ Christians be- 
lieve that world problems can be settled among men 
without war and devastation. Yet the one way that 
belief can be put into action is to share it with the 
world of men. Jesus came into the world as Saviour, 
not as a soldier, but as a teacher and servant of men; 
Jesus walked among men as a healer, as a giver of 
life. : 

“Jesus made known His way of life, His love for 
mankind, His willingness to forgive, His obligation 
to use His gifts in the service of men. But, He 
left men free to choose and walk in this way of 
their own will; Jesus did not- force His way upon 
those who came to hear. 

“As Jesus made His way a conquering way toward 
a better day for mankind, so we have available the 
promise and help of the Holy Spirit to make His 
Way a conquering path toward a better world for 
man today. The test lies in our willingness to say, 
“Here we stand ” in putting into deeds the faith 
we have so readily professed—Glenn Gaius Atkins. 


Hymn: ‘Take My Life and Let It Be.” 


Prayer: (Especially for the presence and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, in pointing the way hourly, to 
us as individuals, as leaders, as examples to those 
with whom we live and deal). 

Hymn: Faith of Our Fathers...” 

Benediction: ‘The Lord bless thee and keep 
thee, 70> 


Organ: “‘Solenelle’’—Rinck. 


III. Our Houses with Windows of Gold — 


Organ: “The Answer’’—Wolstenholme. .... 
Invocation: “‘O taste and see that the Lord 
is good; blessed is the man that trusteth in 


Him.” Psa. 34. | 
Hymn: “Father, I Know that all my Life.” 
Psalm: 71, tesponsively. 


Hymn: “Lord of Life and King of Glory 


Scripture: Psa. 145:1-10. Luke 8:4-21: 
John 1:38-39. c 
Hymn: “My Soul, be on Thy Guard.” 


Meditation: “There is an old legend about : 
litle boy who used to sit in the window of his hon 
every evening, just as sunset, gazing across the hills 
to a house that seemed to have windows of gleaming 
gold. He called it ‘the house with the golden win- 
dows” and wished that he lived in such a house. On 
day he ventured forth to investigate his dream hou 
but on arriving where he believed the house wil 
golden windows stood, he could see no trace of tl 
olden windows; only a building with window. 
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NEW secinwer Ano 


PRIMARY GRADED LESSONS 
by STANOARD 


FEATURING 
New Activity Books and Full-Color Story Papers 


Determined to make lessons more interesting to the child, 
Standard has rewritten its entire Graded Lessons for Beginners 
and Primary. As always, this material is all Bible, and stories 
are selected for the child’s age, ability and need. 


CHILDREN’S new Activity Books are profusely illustrated, a 
treasure chest for every child...things to make, pictures to 
color, games, facts, stories, poems, quizzes, etc. Issued quar- 
terly, a book to fit each age from four to eight. 


TEACHERS’ material also is all new, more helpful. Quarterlies 
have enough plans for two-hour program each week; valuable 
source for new or experienced teachers, Wonderful class-teach- 
ing pictures, large size and in beautiful colors; correlated 
songbooks, too. 


FREE Prospectus on both Beginners and Primary coursés 
showing actual samples of Activity Books, story papers and 
sample lesson from Teachers’ Quarterly. Address Desk 91. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 20 East Central Pkwy, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


hich he had seen from his own window for a long real “gold of life’? within our own grasp. The 


me. The little girl answered that ‘hé had come to 
1e wrong place’ and offered to show him the house 
ith the golden windows. 

“He started out again, following the directions the 
ttle girl had given him, and found himself at his 
wn home, where he had sat in the windows for 
any days, looking out across the hills toward 
1other house. He had been living in the house 
ith the golden windows, and did not know it. 
“Many of us are that way today, we shall go on 
rough life, believing that someone else lives in 
¢ house with the golden windows; all the while 
é are. living there, ourselves. Our misfortune is 
at we have not been taught that we, ourselves, live 


sped the fact that’ so much of things in life ap- 
to be gold, while we are actually holding the 
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houses with golden windows; that we have not . 


primary obligation of the present generation is to 
teach this fact to our children, so they will not spend 
their precious hours gazing across the hills at dis- 
tant houses with seemingly golden windows, and 
their energies in trying to reach them. It is our 
obligation to teach our children that they actually 
live in houses with golden~windows, if they can 
find the key to seeing them. We hold this key 
within our being; our salvation lies in learning how 
it may be located and used. 


“God of the Strong, God of the 


Reading: Building for Eternity. 
A builder builded a temple, 
He wrought it with grace and skill; 
Pillars and groins and arches— 
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$5,000. 


FOR BEST SERMONS 


A nationwide preaching program and 
sermon contest is scheduled by Spiritual 
Mobilization, Inc., to be held on Colum- 
bus Day, October 12. It is planned that 
25,000 pastors will preach that Sunday 
morning on “Perils to Freedom” and 
manuscripts submitted prior to that 
date may qualify for prizes totaling 
$5,000. 


The judges committee is composed of 
Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed, Dr. Robert 
Sproul, and Dr. Alfred Noyes. These men 
will determine the winning sermons. 


Spiritual Mobilization is a Crusade being 
expanded by 11,000 ministers of 
churches who believe Freedom is in peril 
in America and in the world, and who 
feel it the bounden duty of followers of 
Jesus to champion it against commun- 
ism, fascism, or any stateism. 


All ministers in every denomination are 
invited to participate in the program of 
Spiritual Mobilization. Address your 
sermon manuscripts or your inquiries to 
Spiritual Mobilization, Inc., 411 West 
Fifth Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
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All fashioned to suit his will. 
And men said as they saw its beauty, 
“It never shall know decay; 
Great is thy skill, O Builder! 
Thy fame shall endure for aye. 


A teacher builded a temple 
With loving, infinite care, 
Planning each arch with patience, 
Laying each stone with prayer. 
None praised the unceasing efforts, 
None knew of the wondrous plan, 
For the temple the teacher builded 
Was unseen by the eye of man. 


Gone is the builder's temple— 
Crumbled into the dust; 

Low lies each stately pillar, 
Food for consuming rust. 

But the temple the teacher builded 
Will last while the ages roll; 
For that beautiful, unseen temple 
Was a child’s immortal soul. 


—Written by Charles S. Bream, and dedicate 
to teachers everywhere with the sincere hof 
that each may catch its spirit and vision. 
Hymn: “Lord of Life and King of Glory. 
Prayer and Benediction. 
Organ: “March in D Minor’ —Silver. 


Communion 
(From page 406) 


But Jesus and Paul have put safeguards abor 
it. They have warned of the danger of merel 
eating and drinking, for.one may be eating an 
drinking damnation. 

They warn, in other words, against comin 
to this table in a trivial spirit. More than eve 
before is this warning needed today. For th 
is the age of the quip and the wise-cradl 
Nothing is too sacred for the punster. There 
fore, even as I welcome you to the table thi 
morning so is it necessary for me to warn you 
Do not commune unless you can do so sober 
seriously, looking forward, as you do so to th 
time when 

“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

_ Does his successive journeys run.” 
You are looking forward to, you are prayin 
for, the coming of the Lord and Master. Peop! 
differ in their views as to the manner an 
the time of His coming. Christians are unitec 
however, upon the fact of His coming and H 
reign. 4 


THE JOSEPHINUM CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY AND DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
DESIGNED AND PRODUCED by 


DEPT. E, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO 


Page 428 


‘We come now to our last command, ‘Go 
into all the world and preach the Gospel 
every creature’. In point of time, and per- 
ps in point of importance, this comes last. 
1e great commission is to go forth. There 
uld be no world-wide observance of this 
mmunion today were it not for the accep- 
ace of the command by the missionaries of 
H. I believe that historians generally are 
ady to admit that, while Christianity and 
lization are not one and the same thing, 
ilization of our western type is dependent 
great measure upon Christianity. 
\Had it not been for the wide-spread accep- 
ace of the Christian Gospel the course of 
orld history would have been altogether dif- 
tent. The tribes of Europe might conceiv- 
lly still be savage tribes today had it not 
en that men in other ages heard and obeyed 
is Commission. 
If that courageous missionary, Augustine, 
no so aptly described the heathen slaves who 
ete for sale in the Roman market-place, ‘not as 
mgles but angels,” had not soon afterward 
yne northward to convert those savages, the 
orld picture today would have been different. 
sould we not then also realize that in dusky 
frican and yellow-skinned Chinese, those 
me potentialities for Christian nurture exist 
nich the early missionary found in our fore- 
thers ? 
Yes, this, too, is a command for you and 
fe me. “Go with your life. Go with your 
ayers. Go with your wealth. Go, go, go, 
to all the world, to preach the Gospel unto 
ery creature.” 
In F. W. Boreham’s great book on favorite 
xts of great preachers which he calls sig- 
ficantly, “A Bunch Of Everlastings,” he 
rites on ‘Dean Stanley's Text” as follows: 
‘Towards the close of his ‘Life of Dean 
Stanley’ Mr. Protheroe tells a capital story. 
A gentleman, travelling from Norwich to 
Liverpool, entered a third-class smoking- 
compartment and was soon absorbed in 
conversation with a couple of soldiers whom 
he found there. The gentleman’s confes- 
sion that he came from Norwich suggested 
to the soldiers the name of Dean Stanley, 
who lived in that city. The gentleman asked 
what they knew about Dean Stanley. 
- “‘Oh,’ replied one of them, ‘Me and 
my mate here have cause to bless the Lord 
hat we evet saw good Dean Stanley, sir, 
I can tell you!’ 
_ “They went on to explain that they once 
ad a day in London. They were anxious to 
ee all the sights, but, by the time they 
eached Westminster Abbey, the doors were 
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being closed for the night. _ Extremely d 
appointed, they were turning sadly aw 
when a gentleman approached and ask 
if they could not return of the morrow. T 
soldiers explained that it was impossib 
The gentleman, who proved to be the dea 
thereupon took the keys from the bead. 
and himself showed them every part of t 
Abbey. As he prepared to take leave © 
them he commented upon the grandeur | 
being immortalized by a monument in We 
minster Abbey. ‘But after all,’ he adde 
‘you may both have a more enduring mon 
ment than this, for this will moulder in 
dust and be forgotten, but you, if yo 
names afte written in the Lamb’s Book \ 
Life, you will abide forever!’ He invite 
them to breakfast with him the next mor 
ing, and insisted on paying their fares © 
their homes, and again, in bidding the 
goodbye, urged them to be sure to see th 
their names were written in the Lamb 
Book of Life, ‘And then,’ he added, ‘if y 
never meet again on earth, we shall ce 
tainly meet in heaven!’ 

““And so we parted from the dear 
said the soldier, in concluding the story | 
the train, ‘and as we travelled home ¥ 
talked about our visit to the Abbey, an 
puzzled much as to the meaning of tl 
Lamb’s Book of Life!’ 

‘Tt will be enough to say,’ observes M 
Protheroe, in placing the story on record, 
will be enough to say that those wor 
proved the turning point in the lives ¢ 
those two men and of their wives, and tha 
as one of them said, “We trust that on 
names are written in the Lamb’s Book ¢ 
Life, and that we may some day, in God 
good time, meet Dean Stanley in heaven!” 
This, my dear friends, is the prospect th; 

I hold out to you. And if you will heed tt 
commandments of Jesus it will come to pai 
for you. Men ought always to pray. Loy 
your neighbor. Love one another. Love you 


enemies. As often as ye do eat this bread an 
drink this cup, ye do show forth the Lord 
death till He come. Go ye into all the worl 
and preach the Gospel to the whole creatiot 
Loving and serving Christ, your names, to 
will be written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 


a 


Worship 
(From page 396) ~ 
rowel and apply some great truth from t 
Bible to modern times and needs, other dutie 
and privileges will be learned. ow 
If the worship of God was eliminated | 


The Ewposit 


) generations, Christianity would be a thing 


the past. PEWS 
wish that a new sense of the majesty of ALTARS 
id as well as His love might dwell in the FONTS 


PULPIT SETS 


itts of men. Then the motive for worship 
CHANCEL SETS 


uld be ever present. The hymns we would 


nn sing, the Scriptures we would then read, Sie 
sermons we would then preach and hear CANDLESTICKS 


uld result in dedication of heart and soul, 

1 an overflow into channels of service. 

Let the duty and privilege of worship per- 

iate every Christian's heart! 

' magnify the Lord with me, 

id let us exalt his name together; 

T great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised.” 
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rimer 

irom page 392) 

tts, 22.9%; Roman Catholics, 25.9%; Bap- 
ts, 68.3% (due partly to an influx from a 


2gro group). These statistics reveal a nor- c 


DISTINCTION 
ul growth for most of the major communions, 


cluding the Roman. On the East coast of the oi uate Communion Tables -Pulpits-Chairs 
nited States, the Roman Church is in the il (ll Altars-Lecterns- Baptismal Fonts 
eat majority, with the result that many a ‘ 

otestant has a “minority complex.” In the - Send for Illustrated Catalogues 
iddle West where the great Scandinavian 

murches often make for a strong and pro- J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 
sunced Protestant majority, the opposite 1s DEPT. C SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 
t to be true. To remember this fact is to 
"ain one’s religious perspective. But let it 
said,—Protestantism needs to make a united 
\pact upon the agencies which mould public 
"inion trends, and disseminate the “news.” 
ais is particularly true with regard to the 
stropolitan newspapers and the screen. Read 
book like Van Kirk’s ‘A Christian Global 
rategy’ and you become poignantly aware 
this need. “Ye shall know the truth and 


¢ truth shall make you free!” e Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 
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Granted, of course, that that is gross exaggera 
tion, nevertheless, it ought to challenge the 
average Protestant to put to himself the frank 
query, “Judging by my example, will the Faitk 
of the Reformation and the rich heritage oi 
the Pilgrim Forefathers endure—and spread— 
in these United States of America they once 
founded?” When you men, women ane 
young people sing, 
“Faith of our Fathers, Holy Faith, 
We will be true to thee, till death!” 

is that just so much poetry to you, ‘or do you 
really mean it? The Constitution of our Coun 
try gives to all an equal right to propagate 
their religious heritage and spread abroac 
their doctrines and beliefs. One fears tha 
Protestants sometimes make a poor job of 1 
in this respect. Never forget that your Prot 
estant forefathers were alert and _ intensiv 
propagators of their heritage. 

What is more, we of the Free Communion. 
of Christendom can lear from the devotees o 
other faiths when it comes to a close liaisot 
between the Church as the specifically relig 
ious community, on the one hand, and + 
multitude of semi-religious lodges and frater 
nities on the other. One thinks of the Ma 
sons, the Eastern Star, the Odd Fellows, th 
Rebekahs, etc. Do not misunderstand wha 
we say here. There is need and place for al 
of these. But there should never be a com 
petitive spirit between these groups and th 
Church of Jesus Christ which mothered ther 
all. That were to defeat our own end. Wha 
is needed—and that desperately in some com 
munities,—is closer liaison, cooperation, and~ 
pooling of the resources of time, money an 
energy. Again, the very pressure of event 
hurls at us the ultimatum: Define! Evan 
gelize! Unite, or perish! a 

To regard such a message as this as a ple 
for intolerance is to misinterpret it. It is m 
privilege to number among my close friend 
representatives of most all religious com 
munions. And I have yet to find one who : 
at all earnest. in his loyalty to his faith wh 
feels that the way out of religious bigotry an 
intolerance lies through trying to smudge ove 
essential and valid differences in the approac 
to God. Surely, it is reasonable to assume thi 
each of us can make the best contribution t 
the cause of Christian Unity by a worthwhil 
loyalty and witness within his own heritag 
There is, of course, something even more in 
portant than being a good Congregationalis 
ot Methodist, Roman Catholic or Mormo 
and that is to be a Christian after the examp 
of our Master, Jesus Christ. May God haste 
the day when all men realize that. 
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